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A Message from the President

How to be Incredibly UNSUCCESSFUL with Bluebirds

o begin your pathway to “UNSUCCESS”,
I be sure to put up a Bluebird box in your

backyard and never go near it. Only observe
it from afar (your kitchen or living room is good)
and never open the box to look inside. You might
scare away the Bluebirds or scare yourself with
something flying or jumping out at you! Use
binoculars to observe your box from 50 to 75 feet
away and keep a notebook log on what you see.
Check it every day and be sure to tell everyone
you meet that you have a Bluebird box in your
yard. **This is very important.

To make things easy for mounting your
Bluebird box, locate a tree, 4x4”post or a wood
fence to attach your box. Mount it at any height
you like. Since you are never going to check it
anyway, you could put it really high, perhaps 25
feet where the birds want to be. Or really low to
the ground so your grandchildren can see and
touch it. It's your choice. You won’t have to buy
any conduit or galvanized pipe so you will be
saving 55 money. One last consideration would
be to fasten it to your garage or storage shed but
you don’t want it to look tacky. Or do you?

If you feed songbirds all winter at a feeding
station, make sure you move it as close as possible
to your Bluebird house. Bluebirds enjoy hundreds
of other species of birds flitting around close

>> A Message from the President continues on page 2

<<Poor setup for nestbox for bluebirds
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A Message from the President continued from page 1

to their nesting abode all day!! They enjoy the
short visits to their house roof by other birds and
even permit peeking into their box to see what is
happening. They are quite affable, sociable and
friendly.

Depending on the size of your backyard you
may wish to have many boxes or a few. A good
rule of thumb is to always have more nest boxes
than your neighbor and then add one every
year at Christmas time. “The more boxes the
merrier” is an old saying that really resonates with
unsuccessful Bluebird landlords. Starting with a
nice round number of 10 boxes is a good initial
plan.

One good thing about not knowing what
is happening inside your Bluebird box is that
you have NO emotional attachment to the box
whatsoever. If a Bluebird has a successful fledging
of 5 Bluebirds, you won’t celebrate it because you
won't be aware of it. On the contrary, if you lose
a clutch of eggs due to predation or lose 5 chicks
due to wet, cold, windy weather for three days,
you won't be saddened by that sequence of events
either. It's just your “supervised neglect” Bluebird
box that you view from a distance. You can only
imagine and dream as to what may be happening
inside the box.

To insure that you are unsuccessful as possible
as a Bluebird Landlord, have as many outdoor
cats as you wish. Also, attract feral cats by always
having cat food feeder stations placed around
your yard. This will also attract raccoons, weasels,
skunks and who knows what else? to your
smorgasbord of outdoor edibles.

No need for “pre-season checking” of your
boxes when you are a Songbird Landlord that
doesn’t really care. Learning to identify different
cavity nesting songbird birds is not required
either. How to deal with ants, wasps, earwigs,
wet nests, an enlarged entrance hole, House
Sparrows, raccoons, weasels, feral cats & domestic
cats plus cleaning out the box after a family of
birds FLEDGES is of zero consequence to the

Landlord who can’t be bothered with such trivial
matters. And best of all, there is no need to have
a “monitoring kit” of essential tools to maintain a
Bluebird nest box in top condition. Lots of spare
time for the casual Songbird Landlord — Life is
Good.

After much thought and deliberation about
this subject and the people who wish to have an
“un-monitored Bluebird nest box” in their yard to
observe 365 days a year from 75 feet, | have three
viable options for them:

1) Take your nest box or boxes down and store in
your basement

i

Rubber stopper to block the entrance hole of unmonitored nestboxes

2) Put a rubber stopper in the entrance from the
inside-—ie., shut down

3) Join the House Sparrow Society of North Amer-
ica because “un-monitored Bluebird boxes &
the trails” always evolve into House Sparrow
Havens

May the BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS always reside
within you. Have an awesome summer in 2022!!

Dr. Dean C. Rust
President’s Message for 2022 Summer
Newsletter 05/17/2022
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Our Mission Statement

The mission statement of the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania is simple, yet

powerful:

1. Provide and promote educational activities relating to bluebirds, birding,

conservation and related subjects.

2. Monitor and conduct research relating to bluebirds, other cavity nesting birds,

food sources, habits, and trails

3. Build, maintain, and monitor bluebird boxes and trails.
4. Provide opportunities for people to become involved in efforts that assist blue-

birds and other native bird species.

5. Provide social opportunities to share information and experiences relating to
bluebirds and related conservation topics.

photo by Mike Dickie

Bluebird Pair Defending Nest Box From Male House Sparrow
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If you have an interest in serving as Committee Chair for Nominations/Elections, please contact us.
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FI‘Om the EditOI‘ by Joan Watroba

Savino Safe
In the Great
Outdoors

With the arrival of warmer
weather, it is wonderful to spend
more time outdoors enjoying the
beauty of Mother Nature. The
trees, flowers, vegetable plants,
and wildlife are captivating to
the eyes and help to make us
feel like we are one with all
things. Whether it be gardening,
fishing, kayaking, hiking,
checking bluebird boxes, or just
lounging in a comfortable lawn
chair, there are some safety tips
to keep in mind. Some of them
only apply to bluebirding, but
others can be important while
engaging in other outdoor
activities.

* To protect against bacterial
and viral infections, it is
recommended to wear
disposable gloves and a
quality face mask while
cleaning out nest boxes, bird
feeders, and seed drop areas
underneath bird feeding
stations.

e If you find a nest box with
nesting material of a field
mouse, proceed with caution.
While wearing a mask and
gloves, spray the entire nest

k
|

Wasp pedicle on inside roof of nest box

with a solution of water

and 10% bleach and return
another day to remove and
dispose of the nest. Hantavirus
is a serious medical condition
caused by exposure to

rodent droppings. To prevent
mice from accessing your
nestboxes, do not install them
on trees, wooden posts, or
near bushes that will allow
them to climb up and into
them.

* Bees and wasps-Bumblebees

may nest inside of straw or
moss nests and wasps may
attach their paper wasp
pedicles to the inside of the
roof of nest boxes. Always
wear gloves and carry an
Epipen with you if allergic to
bee stings. Remove the wasp
pedicle with a scraper. Rub
bar soap on the inside of the
nest box roof or sides to make
it slippery and harder for the
wasp to attach a pedicle.
Since Bumblebees are such an
important pollinator, | note the
box as a Bumblebee Box and
leave it be.

e Using Diatomaceous earth

for ants inside of nest boxes.
Diatomaceous earth, or
diatomite is composed by the
silica cell walls of diatoms. It
is a non-toxic powder used

as an insecticide. The diatom
silicia absorbs oils from the
waxy outer exoskeleton of
indoor and garden pests,
causing pests to become
dehydrated and die. Wear
gloves and a mask to avoid
breathing in the powder as
you sprinkle it underneath the
nesting material or at the base
of the nesting pole.

>> From the Editor continues on page 6
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From the Editor continued from page 5

e Ticks can carry a variety of
bacteria and viruses which can
cause Lyme disease. When
outdoors and especially in
wooded or in high vegetation
habitats, apply insect repellent,
wear light-colored clothing,
long sleeves, long pants, and
tuck your pants inside of your
socks. Always check for ticks
at the end of the day and
seek medical attention if you
find a tick bite or embedded
tick in your skin. If you have
pets, check them for ticks and
check with your veterinarian
regarding options for tick
prevention medication.

e Wear Safety Vests - If you walk
or bike along country roads or
even in parks which also allow
motor vehicles, wear brightly
-colored clothing or a safety
vest to make sure that you are
visible to the drivers of the
vehicles.

Wishing all of you many happy
experiences enjoying the
outdoors safely this Summer!

Joan Watroba,

}m U alhagw /

Blacklegged Tick (Ixodes scapularis)

adult adult
female male nymph  larva

Lone Star Tick (Amblyomma americanum)

o

Dog Tick ( Dermacentor variabilis)

NOTE: Relative sizes of several ticks at different life stages.

Engorged female rodes scapulars tick. Color may vary.

Chart of tick species
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March 18 & 19, 2022, BSP Annual Conference

The 22nd Annual BSP Conference was held at the

Best Western/Lehigh Valley Hotel and Conference
Center in Bethlehem, PA. It was wonderful to be able
to host an annual conference after the 2020 and 2021
conferences had to be canceled due to the coronavirus.
This was a well-attended event with 117 attendees and
offered wonderful and interesting speakers, with lots of
audience participation, vendors with quality bluebird
and nature-related items, a silent and live auction,

and great opportunities to socialize with people from
PA and from other states. About 60% of the attendees
had not attended a BSP Conference in the past, and
many of them expressed praise for their conference
experience:

Letter to Phil Durgin and Conference Committee

Dear Phil and Conference Committee,
You planned a wonderful, informative conference
on March 18 & 19, 2022. | was a first-time
attendee, and all aspects of the weekend
exceeded my expectations-great organization
and flow on Friday evening and Saturday, varied,
knowledgeable speakers (I took copious notes)
many friendly bluebirders, a delicious lunch on
Saturday and a comfortable venue. I’'m excited
to attend next year and hoping to bring other
bluebirders with me.

Sincerely,

Kathy Hunter,

Trail Monitor for Keystone State Park

On Saturday morning, BSP Awards were presented

to both the 2019 and the 2021 BSP Award Winners.
Please refer to the Fall/Winter issue of the BSP
Newsletter archived on the BSP web site www.thebsp.
org Select More...Then scroll down to Past Newsletters
to view the writeups for the following 2019 BSP Award
Recipients: Bluebirder of the Year-Phil Durgin, Blue
Feather Award-Nancy Fraim, Blue Feather Award-Joyce
Horner, Letter of Commendation-Jay Smullen, Letter of
Commendation-Bill Strauss

The following persons were Recipients of the BSP
Awards for 2021:

-J

President, Dean Rust presents the Bluebirder of the Year award
to Ken Knapp

Bluebirder of the Year-Ken Knapp

Three years ago, as part-time employee of the Latodomi
Nature Center in North Park, Allegheny County, Ken
Knapp decided to locate, clean, fix, and register several
hundred nestboxes that had been installed by various
groups and individuals over many years. Two years
ago, Ken recruited about 20 volunteers to monitor
those boxes along with a number of new boxes. Each
volunteer was trained and used a cell phone and
laptop to report each week on the progress in each
box.

Last winter Ken and three volunteers built 100 new
unique boxes designed with white plastic roof covers
and slot openings. New mounting methods were
developed and these boxes were installed and many
of the older boxes were replaced and/or relocated
to better bluebird territory. Fifty new monitors were
recruited and trained. Of most importance was that
every box was GPS located and received a unique QR
code which allowed the monitors to instantly report the
happenings of the past week. Ken took the leadership
to find a student and develop the Google forms, etc.
to make this online reporting possible. This student,
Nithin Bhandari, received a special award along with
lots of media coverage for this accomplishment. A
total of 385 nestboxes were coded and monitored

>> BSP Annual Conference continues on page 8
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BSP Annual Conference continues from page 7

this way. With the experience from the previous year
helping to determine the best possible locations for
boxes, additional boxes, and with better monitoring,
the number of eggs and fledglings doubled in 2021.
Nestboxes were also installed with HOA approval
in my housing plan with the help of Ken, and in
Riverview Park in Pittsburgh, and approval has been
recently obtained to place boxes in two additional
communities this winter.

Plans are to build 100 additional nestboxes
this winter to add to the total number, and more
importantly to replace many of the very old nestboxes.
Last month, Ken held a picnic and event for the
monitors-the highlight was a visit and bluebird talk by
Dean Rust. Dean is certainly aware of the significant
leadership of Ken in making this Bluebird program
here in Allegheny County a huge success. Not only
has Ken involved more than 50 people as monitors,
but he is also the glue that has formed and held this
ongoing program together. The boxes are very visible in
the park, and hardly a day goes by that the Friends of
North Park Facebook Page doesn’t have some positive
comments about the boxes. In addition to newspaper
coverage, the program has been recognized by the
Western PA Audubon Society and the Allegheny Land
Trust.

I have worked closely with Ken over the entire time and
can attest to his dedication to increasing the numbers
and health of Bluebirds in our area. We became PA
Master Naturalists together in 2018 and Master Birders
in 2019. Ken is an inspiration to all of those fellow
outdoors people he comes in contact with. While he is
a part-time employee of the Nature Center, he puts in
hundreds of hours of his personal time on this program.

Nominated by Ray Morris

Blue Feather Award-Darlaine Manning

Darlaine Manning and her husband Sumra are

BSP members and dedicated Bluebirders living in
Lansdale, PA. Darlaine is the Co-County Coordinator
for Montgomery County, along with Rich Leatherman.
Darlaine is responsible for the establishment of two
new bluebirds trails in her county. She researched
several properties and acquired permission to install
nestboxes on these trails, which she will monitor
again in 2022.

President, Dean Rust presents the Blue Feather Award to
Darlaine Manning

The first new trail is the Twin Woods Golf Course in
Lansdale, where nestboxes were installed in March of
2020. This trail has been successful two years in a row,
and Darlaine will continue to ensure its success. She
has established friendly relationships with the Manager
and Superintendent.

The second new trail is the 4H camping/riding
property in Creamery, PA (Collegeville area) This trail
was also established in 2020 but had a challenging
year with nestbox problems. After analyzing threats
to cavity-nesters, she identified the predators which
prevented Bluebirds and Tree swallows from fledging.
Early in 2021, she coordinated the assembly of seven
stovepipe baffles and installed them on all nestboxes.
The result was the successful fledging of numerous
Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows in 2021.

In October of 2021 Darlaine participated in the
Fall Festival at East Coventry Township. She provided
information about bluebirds to over 50 visitors.
Darlaine is also a Master Gardener registered with
Montgomery County. She nurtures a bluebird pair in
her yard and supplies them with bluebird suet. Her
dedication to cavity-nesting songbirds is a deeply-felt
commitment.

Nominated by Marilyn Michalski

>> BSP Annual Conference continues on page 9
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Letters of Commendation-Scott Parry
and Ida Parry

Scott Parry and Ida Parry of Beaver County, PA have
been actively involved in setting up and monitoring
bluebird trails for many years. They have been
members of the Bluebird Society of PA since 2003 and
were honored by the PA State Parks Cavity Nesting
Trails Program in 2020 for having monitored and
maintained bluebird nest boxes at Raccoon Creek State
Park in Hookstown, PA for more than 20 years. This
7,572-acre park features a beautiful 101-acre Raccoon
Lake and is located in southern Beaver County.

Scott and Ida have also served as BSP County
Coordinators for Beaver County for many years, and
they encourage people in their county to contact
them for assistance with bluebird-related questions.
They are resourceful and creative in their efforts to
promote bluebird nesting success by providing quality
nesting opportunities which include quality nest boxes,
effective nest box modifications, and effective predator
guards.

They regularly attend BSP Conferences and are always
willing to volunteer to assist with conference hosting
activities, including the live and silent auctions. Scott
and Ida are a wonderful couple and a great team, and
they share their love and knowledge of bluebirds with
whomever they meet.

Due to their longstanding commitment to promoting
bluebird education, continuous maintenance, and
monitoring of bluebird trails in their county, and for
their support and service to BSP, Scott and Ida are
worthy recipients of a BSP Award.

Nominated by Joan Watroba

Thanks to David Birmingham & Pat Larthey

Thanks to David Birmingham, Auctioneer and Pat
Larthey, Auction Clerk who hosted an enjoyable and
lively auction of wonderful bluebird and nature-related
items. Thanks to the many BSP members who stepped
up to set-up the display of items to be auctioned,
served as auction cashiers, runners, and to set-up

the display of items to be auctioned. Thanks to all of
the individuals, companies, and organizations which
donated items and gift certificates:

Proceeds from the auctions are used to promote
bluebird education programs to the public.

BSP Thanks the following companies, businesses,
and organizations for their generous donations:

Businesses and Organizations Corporate

Donors:

e Giant Foods-Dillsburg PA
https://stores.giantfoodstores.com/pa/dillsburg

e Stauffers of Kissel Hill, Mechanicsburg, PA
www.skh.com

* Ashcombe Farm and Greenhouses, Mechanicsburg, PA
https://ashcombe.com/

¢ Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, Kempton, PA
https://www.hawkmountain.org

e Wild Birds Unlimited, Sinking Spring, PA - 2649
Shillington Rd. Sinking Spring, PA
https://orderwbu.com/sinkingspring

* PA Game Commission, Harrisburg, PA
https://www.pgc.pa.gov/

e Kathy Miller, Author, Photographer
Chippychipmunk.com

On the Horizon

We hope to see you at the 23 Annual
Conference to be held in Chester County,
PA. in the Spring of 2023.

More information will be available in
future issues of the BSP Newsletter and on
the BSP website: www.thebsp.org
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March 5, 2022 - Bluebird Workshop at the Loyalhanna Watershed
in Ligonier, Somerset County, PA by wilma Light

On March 5, 2022, a Bluebird Workshop was held
at the Loyalhanna Watershed at the Nimick Family
Educational Barn in Ligonier, Pennsylvania. This annual
event is usually held on the first Saturday of March.
This year, 72 attendees and 5 helpers were on hand.
An educational program “Calling All Bluebirds”
helped set the background for why becoming a
Bluebird Landlord is so important. Then family groups
and individuals were able to assemble bluebird

nestbox kits. In all 55 kits were distributed. Although
we have had the workshop for many years, many
new potential Landlords came to this event which we
believe shows there is much interest in helping our
Bluebird friends.

Wilma Light

BSP County Coordinator

Westmoreland County

April 23, 2022 -Wetlands Festival, Wildwood Park, Harrisburg, PA

photos by Deb Smith

by Nancy Putt

BSP hosted an educational booth at this annual
outdoor event, and we spoke with many people
about the nesting and habitat needs of bluebirds. BSP
volunteers had a great time at our table today, talking
with many other Bluebird Lovers, and many people
picked up membership brochures and handouts about
bluebirds.

Huge thanks to all of our Volunteers who helped
out: Bill Strauss, Phil Durgin, David Price, Nancy Putt,
Deb Smith, Charlotte Knudsen, and Diane Kripas.

Event Organizers were Nancy Putt, BSP County
Coordinator for York County and Bill Strauss, BSP
County Coordinator for Dauphin County)

=N
i ——
Nancy Putt and Charlotte Knudsen

L> Pl

Nl R T, N

BSP Volunteers David Price, Bonnie Noll and Phil Durgin

Diane Kripas with skylight roof
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Aprll 24 2022 - Earthfest at Ml"brOOk Marsh by Joanna Taylor

| have coordinated and staffed
many outreach booths at
environmental events in my life,

EaStE[ﬂ B\UEhH’d lnfﬂfmatlﬂﬂ but today I'll be staffing my first BSP

! Bluebird Society WM nh Si:las) outreach table in Centre County at
J.nn'chnnwtﬂlia H’ W. th = \\illbrook Marsh’s EarthFest with

my PA Master Naturalist volunteer
and Deb Escalet, previous County
Coordinator.

Go team bluebird! Thanks to
these two volunteers who helped
today! We are always looking
for more volunteers to help with
events, giving presentations,
building boxes and monitoring
bluebird box trails in Centre
County.

For more information, contact:
Joanna Taylor
2 : &1 BSP County Coordinator
Eﬁégstem Bluebi 2 DI o B e Centre County
) " ; |  bluebirdjoanna@gmail.com
(772) 559-3216

April 27, 2022 - Bluebird Program and Bluebird Trail Walk by joan watroba

On Wednesday, April 27, from 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. |
presented a bluebird program along with a bluebird
trail walk at Simpson Park, Mechanicsburg for the Lake
Meade Garden Club. Fifteen members of the Club
attended this event, which was hosted by Kay Hinkle of
Mechanicsburg. Great fun, engaged audience, and the
bluebirds greeted us at the pavilion and accompanied
us along our bluebird trail walk. We peeked in some

of the nest boxes to view the nesting activity. After the
event we met at the Pizza Girille for a delicious lunch.
BSP Thanks Kay Hinkle for organizing this event and
for the donation to BSP on behalf of the Lake Meade
Garden Club. Nest and Egg Display of Cavity-Nesting Songbirds

>> April 27, 2022 - Bluebird Program and Bluebird Trail Walk continues on page 12
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April 27, 2022 - Bluebird Program and Bluebird Trail Walk continues from page 11

Note: Simpson Park is an 18-acre park in Upper Allen
Township and features access to the Yellow Breeches
Creek, a walking trail, a rain garden, and a 12 nestbox

bluebird trail monitored and maintained by BSP
member, Cindy Vasiliu.

Joan Watroba, BSP Cumberland County Coordinator

April 29, 2022 - Bluebird Basics and Planting for Bluebird Program
at Eisenhower Elementary by Joan Watroba

The Bluebird Society of PA was
happy to be invited to participate
in a program called Advancing
Science, which is currently in
its final year of a 3-year NOAA
Grant. The participating schools
use funds on a Meaningful
Watershed Educational Experience
for elementary school students.
As part of this project, Eisenhower
Elementary purchased bird feeders
and bluebird nest boxes to place on
their campus and also hosted a day
of outdoor activities for all of the 5™
grade classes on a rotational basis.
Joan Watroba, BSP County
Coordinator for Cumberland
County and John A. Worhach,
Master Gardener of Cumberland
County presented a joint program
on the nesting and habitat needs of
Bluebirds and other native Cavity-
Nesting Songbirds. Among the
topics covered were how to identify
the various songbird species and their
nests, problems caused by the introduced, non-native,
and aggressive House Sparrows, what birds need to
survive, and which plants and trees produce fruits and
berries for birds and other wildlife. The students eagerly
answered questions and shared their own stories about
their personal observations of birds and other wildlife.
Special Thanks to Lesa Bird, Mobile Educator,
Carrie Budman, 5™ Grade Teacher and Nestbox
Monitor, and Pat Baumann, Project Coordinator, Siebert
Park for all of your assistance during this project.

Joan Watroba, BSP County Coordinator
Cumberland County

Joan Watroba & John A. Worhach present programs to 5" graders

™ 4

From Lesa Bird

Dear Joan and John,

You were a great addition to the day! The students have
so much more knowledge about bluebirds and | am
certain they will carry it with them. Your presentation
was enjoyed by each of the five 5" grade classes, for a
total of 117 students. Thanks again, Joan and John for
your help. | thought that you might enjoy the photo.
The students look very engaged.
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April 30, 2022 - Lancaster Native Plant & Wildlife Festival

BSP had a great event from 8 am to
Tpm at Overlook Park in Lancaster,
PA. BSP hosted an educational
booth, and Bob Goodhart, Shaun
Rust, and Shirley & Dean Rust
talked Bluebirds to a “flow of
people” for 5 hours. Weather was
stellar and many people thanked
us for having a Bluebird Society
and providing information on the
BLUES!! My best guess is that we
connected with over 100 people.
Visitors to the booth purchased 17
BSP kits, one person joined BSP,
and 8 people purchased the book,
The Beloved and Charismatic
Bluebird.

Dean Rust
It was a fun and productive day.
We spoke with a lot of native plant

and Bluebird enthusiasts! Lots of joy
going around.

Shaun Rust

A Wonderful Website from a Knowledgeable Bluebirder

“Have you ever utilized the premier
Bluebirding website “Sialis” when
seeking answers? Most likely so!
Have you ever wondered who is
the brilliant mastermind behind

all that comprehensive research?
Wonder no more ~ it is Bet
Zimmerman Smith! Bet worked

in environmental protection for
three decades. She now volunteers
for several open space and
conservation organizations. Bet is
also a regular contributor of articles
to the NABS Journal “Bluebird”,

is a NABS Board Director, and
serves on the NABS Grants,
Education, Nestbox, and Website
Committees. She manages about
100 nest boxes in Northeastern CT.

Bet began compiling her website
approximately 15 years ago, and it
is a most valuable resource. | got
to know her better while preparing
this post, and she is a really sweet
person, too!

Please visit her web site
http://www.sialis.org/ for more
information about bluebirds.

Submitted by Deb Smith, BSP
Facebook Administrator
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Mailbag

r a
March 17, 2022 T3
Subject: New Bluebird Trail at Good §
Shepherd Lutheran Church '
From: Dean Rust
Happy to report that a new bluebird
trail of 8 nestboxes has been
established at the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Lancaster, PA.
Growing BSP one contact at a time!!
Have A Bluebird Day!!!
May 2, 2022 Follow up:
Hi Dean,
From Deb Smith, BSP Facebook
Administrator
The Creation Care Team of Good
Shepherd gave BSP a shoutout on
their Facebook Page (Thanks to you):
How beautiful is this? A nest with 5
eggs in one of our bluebird boxes...
not bad for the 1st year!
\ J
r a
March 17, 2022 that a membership in the Bluebird
To Dean: Society of PA is a priority, so I'll be
Subject: The Beloved and puttlng.our memberstﬁp form in
Charismatic Bluebird the mail later today. I've attached a
photograph of the sign that was just
Good morning! Your package arrived posted earlier this week at Linden
yesterday and I've already learned Pointe. There is a two-mile paved
a great deal paging through the walking trail around the periphery of
entire book. You are a gifted writer the large office park in Hermitage,
and communicator. Your words, PA (Mercer County). We ‘ve walked
photographs, and illustrations do an there several times a week for the
excellent job sharing the bluebird’s , past five years and always saw the
fascinating natural history and make e bluebird boxes spread out there, but
it compelling for readers to get never knew anything about them.
involved in bluebird conservation. | immediately went to the website:
I plan on reading your entire book elbluebirdtrail.com and learned that
this v'veekend' and I'll be watching than ever before. My wife, Mary, Ernie Laslow is a 100-year -old World
the six bluebird boxes we have on looked at your informative pamphlet ~ Yar Il Veteran. | will be following up
our 16 acres even closer this year this morning and we both agreed in the near future to see about doing
\ J

Mailbox continues page on page 15
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Mailbag

e )
Mailbox continues from page 14
an outdoor column on Ernie and his Th
e Beloved
namesake bluebird trail. (I'll plan on d h - A
forwarding a copy to you.) | have to an C arismatic
get ready for work, but | want to wish Blueb]_rd
you and the entire Bluebird Society
of Pennsylvania a productive and N
enjoyable conference the next two 3
days in Bethlehem. | will definitely
keep in touch and I’'m so glad we
came in contact through the POWA
(PA Outdoor Writers Association)
Spotlight Series. Here’s wishing you a
very productive year on your bluebird
trails and hoping you once again
fledge well over a thousand.
God Bless, Be Safe, and Great
Outdoors! Do IR e
Grey
\ J
e )
May 4, 2022 hovering right over my head!!! They : window and what do | see? A male
To: Ken Leister have moved in and appear to be Baltimore oriole chasing a Pileated
) very content with it!! While doing woodpecker around our yard!!
From:.George Bloom The oriole uses our hummingbird
Clearfield County feeders and the woodpecker used
Subject: Update on Blues!! our old rotting tree stumps!!! | have
, , experienced some wonderful visits
Just letting you know the pair e
, from some of my favorite birds!!!
of Blues have their nest almost
, . . I need to be able to afford a better
complete! I'm checking daily for . .
. . video camera!!! Hope you enjoy!!!
sight of an egg! | have trying to )
maintain the latest on my “pair”. Follow-up: Friday, May 14
| wanted to share my experience George posted the following
with someone before | explode!!! comment (and a picture of his nest
Several days ago, | observed a pair with 4 eggs) on the Facebook Page
of tree swallows hovering over the under his story: “Thanks for posting
bluebird’s box. Without discouraging my story, Joan. The potential bluebird
either pair, 1 decided to put up a this chore, | noticed a bird | hadn’t family i now at (4 and couningll®
second nest box!! o | wrote on there and told him it was
. ) seen in a while. A Rose- breasted ) ., .
| placed it at the correct distance . . ‘our pleasure” and best wishes.
and was barelv tightenine the bo grosbeak lingered in our shrubbery a )
‘ thW | é’tf’ I”g X good hour!! (It gets better) Today | Deb Smith,
© e pole and ihe swallows were hear this racket outside my bedroom = BSP Facebook Administrator
\ J
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Mailbag

7

May 7, 2022

Bird-lovers take heart while
maintaining your boxes and trails.
We fortunately have two boxes
within view from our house, giving
us input to take action when our
residents need food or defensive
help. The non-protected House
Sparrow is the worst predator of our
Eastern Bluebird and Tree Swallow.
The male swallow, chased from

his normal perch led us to inspect
their box, discovering a horrible
take over by House Sparrow. A
sparrow entered, attacked and
killed the female Swallow as she
was laying eggs. Then proceeded to
build a Sparrow nest on top of her
body, using junk green material.
All within one hour. Removing
the junk material and the Swallow
body allowed space to slip in the
Van-Ert trap. Within two hours, the

male sparrow was eliminated, trap
removed, and that afternoon the
male Swallow attracted another
mate. Weather has turned cool and
rainy as this take-over recovery plays
out. We are very encouraged by
simple actions turning this situation
around. Live on dear Swallows.

Robert and Beverly Walker
Butler, PA

Bluebirds Thank the Hornets by Robert Hearn, Chester County

Bald-faced hornets should stay in the woods. That

is my general belief, anyway. A dozen or so of these
black-and-white woodland denizens, flying around the
back of my house, had already built a basketball-sized
nest under the eaves. Clearly, it was too late to safely
remove it. Watching them defend their space through
violent attacks on their reflections in a nearby window,
| realized | would just have to live with my new,
unfriendly neighbors. From the safety of my living room

>>>

window, | was fascinated with the daily construction.
That they couldn’t break glass | was reasonably certain.
Reasonably certain.

That was early August 2014. By mid-August the
builders rested. The nest had doubled its size since my
first encounter, now a full two feet in height. Raising
hornet youngsters was now the order of each day. |
watched from behind my safety glass.

By November’s chill the nest looked abandoned.

Bluebirds Thank the Hornets continues on page 17
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Bluebirds Thank the Hornets continues from page 16

That's what all the nature literature claimed should
be the case. Still, sanity cautioned, “Look, but don't
touch!” Spring would be the better time to undo that
amazing structure.

Spring 2015 arrived. Surprisingly, winter damage
to the nest was minimal - a testament to the builders’
skills. Removal time had come. But wait, maybe not
just yet. Other woodland creatures were investigating
what the hornets left behind. Throughout May and
June, many small birds (chickadees, House finches,
House wrens, Eastern bluebirds, Downy woodpeckers,
and undoubtedly others that | didn’t see) checked out
the nest, tore a large hole through its exposed south
side, entered to evaluate the accommodations, then
moved on, apparently not impressed.

But a pair of Eastern bluebirds were less
discriminating - or more immediately in need of a
nest. They began to carry in nesting materials, mostly
grasses. From my window | watched as the grasses
were carried in through the large hole, only to fall
out a weakened nest bottom. Long strands of grasses

descended more than two feet while still more were
being brought in. Clearly, neighborly assistance was
needed.

A strip of aluminum screening wrapped around the
bottom, secured simply with a few push-pins, would
take care of the problem nicely, | thought. That this
change might scare off the bluebirds was a concern.
But worry turned to relief when their nest building
continued.

On July 20th, I photographed the male stopping
at the nest’s opening with a bill full of food - what
looks to be a small centipede, a small caterpillar, and
perhaps a cocoon. Walking out to the nest, | could
hear the voices of hungry youngsters. Alas! That
would be my last encounter with them. | had hoped
to witness their teen years and a bit of flying practice.
Silently, though, the youngsters grew, fledged and
were gone. Although their nest remained available for
other inhabitants to simply move in, it was never again
occupied.

BSP Newsletter Submission Contest/Winner

Congratulations to: Robert Hearn for submitting
Bluebirds Thank the Hornets

Please select an item from the BSP Merchandise
Store at: www.thebsp.org and then contact

the BSP Newsletter Editor, Joan Watroba at:
bluebirdhappy365@outlook.com or by phone
717-766-2102 to select your prize and arrange
for delivery.

BSP is thrilled that many members are submitting
material for the BSP newsletter, and we want to
encourage more members to do so. By submitting
your questions, nesting experiences, photos, and field
observations, we will be able to offer a wider variety of
articles and materials that are of interest to our readers.

To submit by regular mail, write: Newsletter
Submission Contest on the front of the envelope
and send to Joan Watroba, BSP Newsletter Editor,
2408 Bumble Bee Hollow Road, Mechanicsburg, PA
17055 To submit by e-mail, include BSP Newsletter
Submission Contest in the subject line of your e-mail
and send to: bluebirdhappy365@outlook.com

One submission will be randomly drawn at the
cutoff date for each newsletter edition: January 7,
May 7, and September 7, and you will have their
choice of any item offered in the BSP Merchandise
Store.

photo bySusan Renkel



18 BLUEBIRD SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA SUMMER 2022

Bluebird Lady

A poem by Diane Clopper

Who is she?
Countless steps checking trails
Box monitoring, fixing

Protecting from harm

Breathing fresh air, seeing nature

Alone, reflecting

Farm dog nearby

Tool bag in hand, hat on head
Counting, logging, reporting

Teaching, preserving

She’s my Mom.

Editor’s Note: This poem was written by Diane Clopper to honor her mother, Joyce Stuff,

who has served as Treasurer, Board Member, and Bluebirder of BSP for many years.

Thanks, Diane for submitting this beautiful poem, and Thanks, Joyce for all that you have
done and continue to do for BSP and for the bluebirds.

BSP Welcomes the Following New County Coordinators:

L R

photo by Mike Dickie

ARMSTRONG COUNTY:
Lynn Ramage
724-763-7540

BERKS COUNTY:
Kathleen DeHaan
Kathleen.dehaan1991@
gmail.com
484-336-3390

Note: Kathleen joins Terry
Gerhart as a Co-County
Coordinator for Berks County

CHESTER COUNTY:
Ken Leister
kenapeg@aol.com
610-696-5271

Note: Ken joins Nancy Fraim
as a Co-County Coordinator in
Chester Co.

LEBANON COUNTY:
John Stoltzfus
jwstol@gmail.com
610-781-1098

and

Susan Wheeler

drglenw3@verizon.net
609-224-0813

MERCER COUNTY:
Kim Springer,
springer0707 @gmail.com

BSP STATE COORDINATOR
Marilyn Michalski
emeraldmm@verizon.net

724-977-3246

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY:
Marie Raupp

marieraupp@yahoo.com
718-249-5898

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY:
Rich Rieger

zelig88@aol.com
703-969-0451

Note: Rich joins Charles Trusky
as Co-County Coordinator for
Schuylkill County

SNYDER COUNTY:
Tom Clark
570-765-1856

UNION COUNTY:
Betty Staebler

bjscats@att.net
570-246-5774

610-933-0497

A complete list of BSP
County Coordinators is
posted on the BSP web site-
www.thebsp.org

Editor’s Note:

BSP Thanks Ken Leister

for his many years of
productive service as BSP
State Coordinator. Ken has
retired from this position
but he continues to serve
as BSP Board Member and
will serve as BSP Co-County
Coordinator of Chester
County. BSP is happy that
Marilyn Michalski has
volunteered to serve as BSP
State Coordinator.
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Meet Three New BSP County Coordinators

Kim Springer
Mercer County

Hello all. I'd like to introduce myself.
My name is Kim Springer. | am the

new Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania’s
Mercer County Coordinator. | live in
Transfer, Pennsylvania (Mercer County)
across the road from the Shenango
Lake.

[ am a member of the Audubon
Society, (our local) Bartramian
Audubon Society, and have been a
member of the Bluebird Society of
Pennsylvania since 2017. I'm also
a member of the Buhl Park Wildlife
Committee at Buhl Park, a 260-acre
park in Hermitage, Pennsylvania
(Mercer County).

In 2017, | received a $500
Grant from the Bluebird Society of
Pennsylvania to start a 35-box Bluebird
Trail at Buhl Park. I have mostly
monitored this by myself with help
from a few volunteers for the past 5
years. My husband, Jim, of 27 years
is of great help as well! Recently |
did two training seminars on bluebird
box monitoring and recruited a good
number of individuals to help.

Kim Springer continues on page 20

Rich Reiger
Schuylkill County

P e [ R R
N e R

Rich Reiger has been an avid
birdwatcher for 20 + years. Recently

retired, he and his wife, Diana, moved
from northern VA and now live on a
60-acre farm in Summit Station. Rich
has participated in the PA BBS, 2004-
2009 and quite a few local CBC's.

As his VA condo rules did not allow
feeding birds, he is very happy to now
have a nice array of feeders visible
from the kitchen window. He recently
“overhauled” 12 bluebird boxes on the
farm and can already report one box
with 4 eggs as of 4/4 and a second box
with a completed nest.

As the new County Coordinator
for Schuylkill County, his goals for the
first year are to check in with current
members (all 9 of them), increase
membership, and check out any
trails that may need updating and/or
monitoring. Having been told that no
data was received from this county last
year, a goal of getting some numbers
reported this year should be easy to
achieve.

Rich Reiger continues on page 20

Joanna Taylor
Centre County

Joanna started her volunteer work
with Bluebirds in the early 1990’s
monitoring Lawrence Zeleny’s
Bluebird box trail at Beltsville
Agricultural Center in Maryland.
Larry was a major contributor to
Bluebird conservation, the founder
of NABS, and the author of the
book, “The Bluebird”.

Joanna moved to Pennsylvania
two years ago and volunteers as
BSP’s Centre County Coordinator.
She owns and operates her own
dog boarding and farm and pet
sitting business out of Port Matilda;
is a 30-year veteran of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service; and enjoys
hunting turkey and deer, foraging
for wild mushrooms and various
other activities on her 200-acre
property.

Joanna is a self-learned and
life-long Bluebird ambassador.
We look forward to sharing her
knowledge and experiences
pertaining to successful Bluebird

Joanna Taylor continues on page 20
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Kim Springer continues from page 19

™

Male Bluebird by Kim Springer

At home, | also have a 10-box
Bluebird Trail on my property that
I've monitored for 19+ years which is
a Certified Bird Habitat by Audubon
At Home/Audubon PA. I've been
watching birds all my life, but seriously
birding for 27 years.

I've led Bird Walks at Munnell
Run Farm in Mercer, PA and have
led, and continue to lead Bird
Walks at Buhl Park where | identify
bird species and teach participants
of all ages about the species we
encounter.

| have several degrees - one in
Wildlife & Forestry Conservation.

I have my own Christmas Bird
Count routes in Grove City (Mercer
County) & Pleasantville (Forest
County), PA and have continued to
do them since 2018. | created my
own Winter Raptor Survey route in
Forest County, PA in 2020 for the
Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology.

Since February of 2013, I've
industriously participated in the citizen
science project, eBird. | have worked
my way up the ranks to # 1 in my
home county of Mercer and also # 2 in
Forest County (where | spend a lot of
time at my mountain cabin).

My love of birds started as a very
young girl sitting on my gram’s porch
watching all the colorful birds in her
large pine. I've birded Mexico 9 times,

Kim Springer continues at top of next
column >>>

the Bahamas, the Dominican Republic,
the Virgin Islands, and a good number
of states in the U.S.

I look forward to fulfilling my
duties as Mercer County Coordinator.
Best Regards,

Kim Springer
724-977-3246
springer0707 @gmail.com

Rick Reiger continues from page 19

Carl and Joanna Gerbr

Please feel free to contact Rich
at appleadayonsite@aol.com or at:
703-969-0451.

Carl and Joanna Gerber of

Cressona were having problems with
House Sparrows taking over their
bluebird boxes, so they took them
down. Joanna saw Rich’s name in the
local paper, so they got fitted with a
new box complete with monofilament
baffles to deter the sparrows.

We'll see what happens!

]anna TayIr stands roudly beside two of
her nestboxes

Joanna Taylor continues from page 19

management. Welcome aboard!
She is also one of the Administrators
of our Facebook Page and serves
as Co-Chair of the BSP Publicity
Committee with Harry Schmeider.
Joanna filmed a segment on
bluebirds on behalf of BSP on the
ABC 27 Harrisburg-based lifestyle
show “Good Day PA” prior to the
BSP Conference, and several walk-
in attendees brought the number up
to 117. Thanks so much, Joanna for
all that you do for BSP and for the
Bluebirds!

By Deb Smith
BSP Facebook Administrator
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BSP Upcoming Events: SAVE THE DATES

BSP Board/Membership Meetings:
* July 28, 2022
* October 20, 2022

Thursday Evenings - 6:00 p.m.

*Please contact Phil Durgin, BSP Vice President at
717-732-5325 or email: pdurgin@comcast.net prior
to the event to confirm attendance and to participate
in the meeting.

Note: Meetings have been conducted online via Zoom,
but please contact Phil to confirm meeting mode and
to receive an invitation to join the meeting.

present a bluebird program, host an educational booth,
and assist in the nestbox building activity.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-Please contact Phil Durgin at
pdurgin@comcast.net or call him at 717-732-5325

Garden Harvest Day 2022

* October 2™, 2022
(Sunday)12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Kings Gap Environmental Education Center
500 Kings Gap Road, Carlisle PA

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/stateparks/findapark/
kingsgapenvironmentaleducationcenter/Pages/default.

Ned Smith Festival for Nature and Art
* July 30, 2022
(Saturday) 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
MYO Park, Millersburg, PA
www.nedsmithcenter.org

BSP will host an educational display and assist with the
nestbox building activity.

FREE event which celebrates nature and the arts; the
perfect way to celebrate summer! Since 1994, the
Center has held its annual festival, which began as
the “Ned Smith Tribute Festival.” This event is still
going strong, bringing free family-friendly, educational
entertainment to thousands of people. Activities
include the make-it-yourself bluebird boxes, live-
animal demonstrations, and fish-print t-shirts. BSP will

aspx

Virginia Bluebird Society’s Bi-Annual

Conference

* November 11 & 12, 2022
(Friday Evening) 6-8pm (Saturday) 9am-3pm
Celebrating 25 + years of service to bluebirds
Location: NVCC'’s Workforce Center
Woodbridge, VA

Featuring Julie Zickefoose, Keynote Speaker

Registration opens in early September:
www.virginiabluebirds.org

Contact: Valerie Kenyon Gaffney at:
vhs@virginiabluebirds.org for more information

Important Information About Feeding Mealworms

From the North American Bluebird Society Factsheet: http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/

NABSFactsheetMealworms.pdf

Because they do not provide
complete nutrition, mealworms
should be used as a supplemental
food only. They are calcium
depleting, which can leave young
birds with weak bones or cause egg
binding in laying birds.

What's the easiest way to add
calcium to Mealworms?

A simple “shake-shake” from a
spice jar does it! Calcium carbonate
is a powder supplement readily

Photo Credit: Bird Watcher’s Digest

available at most health food stores
and online. Fairly inexpensive,

one pound will likely last for a

few years. Save one of your spice
bottles and clean thoroughly. Fill
the jar with powder and store the
bag for future use. Two shakes into
the worms and toss gently to lightly
coat/dust the worms. That’s all there
is to ensuring your bluebirds are
getting enough calcium!
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Nick Smeal Achieves Eagle Scout Designation

Nick Smeal receiving his Eale (Eagle
Scout Neckerchief)

This past March, | had my Eagle
Scout Court of Honor at Simpson
Park. An Eagle Scout Court of
Honor is a ceremony celebrating
a Scout who earns an Eagle Scout
Rank.

I held my Eagle Scout Court

of Honor at Simpson Park in
Mechanicsburg because | replaced
12 nestboxes there. Since my Eagle
Scout Court of Honor was held

at Simpson Park, people had the
chance to look at the nestboxes |
replaced.

Nick Smeal

Editor’s Note: Thanks again, Nick,
for all of your work on the bluebird
trails. Your nestboxes look great,
and are providing quality, safe

nesting sites for the native birds
at Simpson Park and Grantham
Park, where you also set up a
new bluebird trail. BSP member
Cindy Vasiliu is monitoring these
trails. We at BSP enjoyed working
with you on this project, and you
demonstrated excellent leadership
and organizational skills during
the planning and implementation
process of your important service
project for the bluebirds.

For more information about
Nick’s service project, go to the
BSP web site: wwwthebsp.org and
select More...then scroll down to
Past Newsletters Fall/Winter 2021
issue, Pages 9-10.

Carefully Open a Peterson Nestbhox

| recently discovered volunteers
having problems with nests/eggs
falling out of Peterson boxes. |
was reviewing BSP spreadsheets
from previous monitoring and

saw 5 Bluebird eggs noted. The
number of eggs started to dwindle.
I went directly to the box & found
2 eggs (just below the entrance
hole) on the ground. | realized that
previously when the box had been
opened, eggs fell out...| showed
new volunteers the importance of
carefully opening the box and by
whatever means - holding the nest
in place while checking for eggs/
babies. | was extremely devastated
by finding the 2 eggs & the total
loss of 5 eggs. | felt awful. It was

a good learning experience for

everyone as unfortunate as it was...

Kim Springer
BSP Mercer County Coordinator

Peterson nestbox

i py ol N\
Broken egg under Peterson nestbox
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Bluebird Society of PA Membership Form

Regular/Family (16-64yrs)  Senior/Couples (65+) Organization/Corporate Lifetime
1 year -$15 1 year - $12 1 year -$100 $375
3 years-$40 3 years -$30 3 years -$275

*When you Renew for 3 years, you can take advantage of our discounted rates shown above!
* See BSP website for Junior Membership opportunities.

Mail to:
Bluebird Society of PA
P.O. Box 12
Exton, PA 19341

0 New Member J Renewal 1 Donation
Name
Address:
City:
State: Zip: County:
Phone No.: (required in case newsletter is undeliverable)
E-mail Address: (required if questions or e-mailed delivery of Newsletter)
Donation (optional): $ Total Amount Enclosed: $

If you are a new member, have you received your new membership packet? o Yes o No

How would you like to receive your newsletter? 0 Regular mail 0 E-mail

Please tell us how you learned about us:

[ would like to help with: @ County Coordinator QO Nestbox Monitoring
O Nestbox Construction 0 Newsletter
0 Photography 0 Research
 Speakers’ Bureau O Fundraising
[ Farm Show (Jan) 1 BSP Conference (April)

OFFICIAL USE ONLY: Check No. Renewal year:
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Exton, PA 19341
Newsletter design by Charles Lucas
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BSP RENEWAL DATES/Address Changes - Please check your mailing label on your regular mailed copy to see your renewal
date. You can renew for one year or for multiple years, which will provide a discount. Both e-mail and regular mail members
will also receive a letter by regular mail notifying of your renewal date. *If you need to update your mailing address or your
email address, please send changes to: BSP ® P.O. Box 12 e Exton, PA 19341 or email: nancyfraim@comcast.net

GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO
BSP is the perfect gift for a
special person in your life.

. . It will bring them the seasonal
Please submit your nesting data

for 2022 by October 31st and publication, Bluebird Trails and

nominate a special Bluebirder Tales, and will deliver Bluebird Joy
for a BSP Award by 12/31/22.

The Annual Nest Box Report
Form and the BSP Award
Nomination Forms are both A Membership Form appears in this
included with this issue and
are also posted on the BSP web .
site: www.thebsp.org and you BSP web site: www.thebsp.org
can now complete and submit
your Annual Nest Box Form
electronically through a link
posted on the BSP web site.

and Happiness to them all year
long.

issue and is also available on the

BSP is a North American Bluebird Society Affiliate

Share Your love of Bluebirds with Others!

o ki
:?-\. %

T

«. & All content of the publication may not be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission.
iy Copyright © 2018. All rights reserved. Contact the editor if you wish to reproduce something. Thank you.
o






