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1. �“Most small songbirds and 
Eastern Bluebirds maintain 
a body temperature of about 
105 degrees Fahrenheit, thus 
are much more heat tolerant 
than we are.” Bluebirds and 
Their Survival by Wayne Da-
vis & Philippe Roca, pg. 10)

2. �Generally speaking, the more 
shallow the box is, the less 
attractive it is to the House 
Sparrow. Therefore, when HOSP are a problem, we rec-
ommend that the boxes be built with a slot entrance (with 
a 1 & 3/16” opening) and no deeper than 4-5 inches. 
Bluebirds will readily use boxes that are four inches deep 
from entrance to floor. If unwanted sparrows build a nest, 
place a HOSP trap and eliminate the House Sparrow, 
i.e., “take them out of the equation”. Then add a piece 
of wood on the floor to make the box shallower (a 2 x 4” 
at 1.5” thick) works well. Bluebirds will nest in a box as 
shallow as three inches, but they prefer it deeper. 

3. �Bluebirds are Adaptable. If a particular location and habi-
tat suits their feeding needs, they will do their best to find 
something to nest in that resembles a cavity. A bluebird 
returning in the Spring to nest in the same area as in previ-
ous years is probably thinking more about the bounty of 
insects available than about any preference in housing. 

4. �The late T.E. Musselman of Quincy, Illinois, is generally 
credited with coining the term “Bluebird Trail”. He was 
one of the first people to establish bluebird trails back 
in the 1930’s. Mr. Musselman is less well known as the 

inventor of precursors to many 
modern style nest boxes. Many 
of today’s nest box designs owe a 
debt to him. 

Most of Musselman’s boxes 
were made from 6 or 7 pieces of 
wood and were boxes in the tra-
ditional sense. He experimented 
with different depths, floor sizes 
and roof styles. Some of his boxes 
were 12 inches deep; others had 

only an inch or two between the bottom of the en-
trance hole and the floor. He also experimented with gourds, 
boxes made from logs, and boxes made from cylinders.

Musselman investigated entrance holes as thoroughly 
as he did nest box shapes. He tested many different styles: 
square holes, mouse-type holes (with an oval top and a flat 
bottom), inverted mouse holes, and rectangular slots. He 
also experimented with round and oval holes of various 
sizes.

5. My favorite places to install a bluebird box: 
	 a. �Baseball or softball field on Left or Right Field Foul pole 

in fair territory  

	 b. �In a water retention basin with the post adjacent to 
a concrete culvert – the pole is very safe from being 
struck by a mower deck and is quite stable

	 c. Mounted high on the end of a pavilion in a park

	 d. �Installed on cyclone fencing in parks around tennis or 
basketball courts
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6. �Douglas Tallamy’s book, Bringing Nature Home, pg. 187: 
“The Basswood tree, aka American Linden tree, greatest 
contribution to wildlife is the food it produces in the form 
of insects. Tilia americana supports over 150 species of 
caterpillars in North America and is exactly what blue-
birds love to eat”. 

7. �Tallamy’s book, Bringing Nature Home, pg. 265: “Our 
resident family of bluebirds successfully fledge their young 
by relying on a steady diet of diprionid sawfly larvae from 
our white pines. pg. 23, “Nearly all terrestrial birds rear 
their young on insects, not seeds or berries. The bluebird 
nourishes its young with herbivorous insects that have 
captured the energy stored by plants.”

8. �“Depredate” - when eggs are pecked in the nest by 
another bird species; to plunder or lay waste to; pillage, 
ravage, ransack

In 2015, I started using “designated HOSP trap 
boxes” on my trails. That summer I trapped 6 HOSPs in 
one box in one week at Sam Lewis State Park. (see photo 
of the Chuck Musser flipper trap below) It has a 1 & 3/16” 
opening which allows a House Sparrow to enter and is 
resetting; it does not allow bluebirds or tree swallows to 
enter. Smaller birds, like House Wrens and Chickadees, 
can have an “escape hatch” of 1&5/16” to 1 & 1/8” to es-
cape from the hole in the back. One week later, Bluebirds 
moved in with a nest of 4 eggs on 08/06/2015.�

9. �In August of 2015 while monitoring a 20 Box BB Trail on 
Weaver Rd after the last 2 BB nests of the summer had 
FLEDGED (one box of 3 and one of 4), I found a 2 week 
old HOSP nest with 4 eggs in a Peterson box. I eliminated 
the nest and eggs. Perhaps one needs to think about “late 
season box checks” weeks after ALL BB’s have fledged to 
make sure HOSP’s are not getting late nests hatched?!!!!

10 �The common Raccoon (Procyon lotor) is a Bluebird 
predator. 
       Thanks to Dale Aulthouse and Chuck Musser and 
“Rocky” for teaming up to let us see firsthand how 
raccoons can reach in and steal bluebird eggs or nest-
lings. Chuck Musser is the Research Chairperson of the 
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania. Over the past several 
years he has done extensive research on raccoon guards, 
commonly known as the Noel Guard. This experiment 
with a raccoon named “Rocky” who lives in Animal Land 
Park was captured on video and shows how Rocky can 
easily reach into the nest box without a guard and then 
what happens when Chuck’s (heavy duty) raccoon guard 
is placed on the outside of the nest box. In this scenario 
Rocky’s favorite cookie is place in the nest box. Since 
Chuck has lost bluebirds using the standard Noel Guard, 
he also demonstrates the use of the slight modification 
which he feels offers better protection.

Video with Sound: https://youtu.be/_4bkLUETiga

11. �InfraRed Thermometer (see photo at right) Use  
it to “shoot” box temps and egg 
temperatures (under incubation 
or not?) It is NOT a good idea to 
touch the eggs with your fingers. 
You can transfer a virus, sun-
screen, lotion, grease, or salmo-
nella to the eggs or drop them!

12. �The most important number 
of all in trail monitoring is 
the “number of birds fledged 
per box.” (number of fledged 
birds/number of boxes) 
such as the ratio: 101 birds 
fledged/43 boxes = 2.35 birds fledged per box

13. �Sometimes a raccoon or other predator succeeds in 
reaching into the nesting box and disturbing the eggs – 
but only manages to disrupt the nest without actually 
extracting or breaking any eggs. When this happens, the 
eggs in the nest frequently go down deep into the nest 
and get outside the “halo of incubation”. Nests that have 
been disrupted in this manner will be abandoned by the 
nesting bluebirds. The eggs should be removed. If any 
unbroken eggs are retrieved quickly enough after the 
predator’s attack, it may be possible to save the eggs by 
placing them in a “foster nest” of bluebirds.
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Our Mission Statement
 

The mission statement of the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania is simple, yet 
powerful:

1. �Provide and promote educational activities relating to bluebirds, birding,  
conservation and related subjects.

2. �Monitor and conduct research relating to bluebirds, other cavity nesting birds, 
food sources, habits, and trails 

3. Build, maintain, and monitor bluebird boxes and trails. 
4. �Provide opportunities for people to become involved in efforts that assist blue-

birds and other native bird species. 
5. �Provide social opportunities to share information and experiences relating to 

bluebirds and related conservation topics.

photo by Maria Prentice, New Jersey

 Male Eastern Bluebird on Oakleaf Hydrangea 

Thanks to Deb Smith, new BSP Member for volunteering to serve as Publicity Chair for BSP. If you have interest or skills in any of these 
committee functions, please contact us.
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14. �The newly-formed Bluebird nest is a neat nest. If the 
surface of the nest has been roughed up and is no longer 
smooth, this is usually a sign of abandonment. If you 
have a nest that has been stirred up and agitated, such a 
nest should be removed because bluebirds will not use 
such a nest. When the nest is taken out, the bluebirds 
will almost always rebuild again. An active clutch of eggs 
always sits on top of a neatly- organized nest. If the eggs 
have nesting material on top of them, or if the eggs are 
slightly depressed into the nest, suspect abandonment 
and replace the nest.

15. �The feathers of a male bluebird are remarkable in 
uniqueness and design. Only 2% of North American bird 
species have blue feathers. Stan Tekiela’s book, Captivat-
ing Bluebirds, pg. 45

16. �Ekiela’s book pg. 44, “Bluebirds have roughly 2,500 
feathers during the summer relative to their size and 
shape. In Fall and Winter, they can have up to one-third 
more feathers or 3,300 which are gained during molt-
ing. Molting is the process of shedding old feathers and 
growing new ones. Bluebirds molt two times per year, 
once from Fall to early Winter, when extra 30% volume 
of feathers are added for warmth. Then again in late 
Winter to early Spring when feathers are replaced with 
newer and 30% fewer feathers. Even in Summer when 
they are not molting, bluebirds can lose up to 1/3 more 
feather mass as the tips and edges wear away. This oc-
curs during everyday activities such as flying, going in 
and out of the nest cavity, catching insects, and rubbing 
against branches”. 

17. �Egg temperatures – Keith Kridler – “I don’t like to ‘feel 
eggs’ to check temperatures of them. We now have 
infrared thermometers for this purpose. They make some 
inexpensive commercial heat sensors ($20-25) so that 
you can “shoot” a laser beam on the eggs, baby birds, 
or the backwall of the box. It will give the surface egg or 
skin temperatures, box temperature accurate to within 
1 or 2 degrees. There are lots of uses for these scan-
ners. One can be used in the kitchen to check on the 
meat temperatures so that you know you have properly- 
cooked the meat. With bluebird monitoring, a 99-degree 
temp is ideal for incubating the eggs. Scanners normally 
show a 95-97*F and one can know the eggs are under 
active incubation. This is a fun tool to show kids when 
checking boxes. They LOVE using temperature scanners. 
Human fingertip temps can vary 20 degrees in a group of 

people. Depends on your circulation and metabolism ---
-- this can vary from person to person. Touching an egg 
with bare fingers can transmit human salmonella strains 
to the egg and vice versa. Ditto for flu and cold viruses. 
Probably much more dangerous to baby bluebirds, giv-
ing them germs, than a healthy human getting something 
from the eggs.  

18. �Bluebird Yummy Suet Recipe – From Chuck Musser: 1 
pound of lard, 18 ounces of crunchy peanut butter, and 
2 pounds of yellow corn meal

19. �Bluebirds are beneficial to orchards, flower gardens, veg-
etable gardens, cultivated crops and vineyards, as they 
eat insects which are pests to growers. 

20. �The Eastern Bluebird (EABL) can spy an insect on the 
ground at 150 feet. They see a whole different world than 
humans see. 

21. �In the winter, roosting flocks of up to 15-20 bluebirds 
may huddle together at night to stay warm. They some-
times roost in nest boxes or in tree cavities.

22. �Bluebirds are one of the first birds to return North in the 
March or April. They are an early harbinger of Spring. 
Some stay in their nesting area year-round if the weather 
and food supplies are favorable. The Eastern bluebird is 
a small bird found in open woodlands, farmlands, and 
orchards. It is the state bird of Missouri and New York.

23. �Synchronous Hatching: when a clutch of eggs (such as 
bluebirds) all hatch within a span of 24 hours as opposed 
to Asynchronous Hatching, when the eggs of a clutch 
hatch over a period of 2 or more days. Asynchronous 
Hatching is found in raptors, herons, and barn owls, for 
example, when incubation is initiated when the first egg 
is laid. Bluebirds commonly begin incubating after the 
last egg is laid

24. �Philopatry (adj. philopatric) - the tendency or imprinting 
of a bird (such as a Bluebird or Wood Duck) to return to, 
or nest in its home area, or birthplace year after year.

25. �Bluebird eggs are usually blue. However, 4-5% of blue-
bird eggs are white. If a female bluebird lays white eggs, 
she will always do so.

Dean C. Rust,
President of the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
September 2020

A Message from the President continued from page 2
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From the Editor by Joan Watroba

I hope that this unprecedented time of social 

distancing and limited indoor group activities due to the 

coronavirus has encouraged you to find solace and joy 

in your activities with the bluebirds. After all, Bluebirds are 

thought to be the Harbingers of Happiness. We thank so 

many of you for sending us your photos, articles, and nesting 

experiences and have included many of them in this issue. 

This nesting season brought many surprises. Spending 

more time outdoors allowed me to observe the nesting 

activities of not only bluebirds, but also many other native 

songbirds. We have seen young fledges of the following 

species: Bluebirds, Hummingbirds, Wood Thrushes, Carolina 

Wrens, Robins, Catbirds, Red-Bellied Woodpeckers, Eastern 

Towhees, and Baltimore Orioles. A pair of Red-Tailed Hawks 

fledged two young from the stick nest in the top of a tall tree 

in the woods behind our house. We observed them from a 

distance with binoculars and saw how the young hop on 

nearby branches to strengthen their wings before finally 

leaving the nest. We see and hear the Great Horned Owls in 

the back woods, too. The pair starts being very vocal at night 

in December in preparation for their nesting season and are 

often sitting on eggs over the winter. Why do they nest so 

early? I wondered, so I researched it at Audubon.org: 

“Why risk the year’s most severe weather by nesting 

now? Probably because Great Horned owlets, which 

hatch after a month 

of incubation, must 

remain near their 

parents a long time 

compared to many 

other birds — right 

through summer and 

into early fall. During 

this time, young owls 

learn the skills they 

need to hunt on their 

own — before the 

rigors of the next winter set in. This adaptive strategy has 

proven very successful.” 

Before the arrival of the cold weather, I will be moving 

some nest boxes which were not productive to a better 

location. I will be replacing some roofs to ensure that snow 

and moisture will not leak into the boxes. I also will place a 

handful of clean pine needles inside some of the nest boxes 

which provides insulation in case the birds want to roost 

inside of the box to get out of the cold and icy weather. The 

pine needles also give the bluebirds a supply of dry nesting 

material which they can use as a base to build their nests in 

the Spring. 

We will be purchasing our supply of winter bird food: 

black oil sunflower seeds, premium fruit/nut blend, Nyjer 

seed, suet cakes, and dried mealworms. Bluebirds will eat 

the unshelled seeds, dried (or live) mealworms and the suet 

cakes. When it gets really cold, we make a supply of the 

crumbly suet made of lard, corn meal, peanut butter, and 

raisins, which the bluebirds and other birds love, too. We 

serve it on a log with holes drilled in it. 

Remember to send in your Annual Nest Box Report to 

BSP by December 15 th so that your bluebirds can be added 

to the compiled report. Every bluebird counts! 

Report Forms were included with the Summer issue and 

are also available to be downloaded from the BSP web site: 

www.thebsp.org 

Joan Watroba, Editor

photo by Susan R
enkel

illustration by Susan R
enkel
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Bluebird Success!!! Was it Luck or Learned Skills?
Whatever it was, the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania played a significant role. 
by John and Barbara Rotz

We recently moved from 
an eleven-acre farmette in 
a country setting, where 

we lived for 42 years, to a three-quarter 
acre property located in the Greater 
Chambersburg Area. For about the 
last 20 years on the farmette, we had 
attempted to maintain a bluebird trail 
of six nest boxes. Due to the setting, 
which featured woods surrounding 
7.5 acres of farmland, we faced many 
challenges. 

While some of the challenges 
were created by the setting, others 
were due to our own learning curve. 
For example, while our bluebird trail 
did attract bluebirds, it also offered an 
ideal situation for tree swallows, wrens, 
and chickadees to nest in the boxes. 
We lost several nests of bluebirds to 
predators such as black snakes and 
raccoons. We also speculated that one 
nest was unsuccessful due to possible 
poisoning from the spraying of alfalfa. 
With the moving of nest boxes, adding 
predator baffles, and raising corn 
and grass hay, we were successful in 
fledging approximately 24 bluebirds 
over 20 plus years.

Three years ago, we moved to the 
Greater Chambersburg Area during the 
summer. The next Spring, we decided 
to put up a bluebird house, only to 
watch House Sparrows do everything 
possible to take over. We destroyed the 
sparrow nests and even shot a few of 
them but had no success in deterring 
their desire to dominate the box. 

Last winter, delighted to have 
attracted six bluebirds to our feeding 
station, we were determined to see if 
we could encourage a pair to nest in 
the spring. After reading in Bluebird 
Trails & Tales about using fishing line 

stretched alongside the opening in the 
box to discourage House Sparrows, 
we tried it. We cannot tell you the 
satisfaction we felt watching a male 
House Sparrow--so frustrated in his 
attempts to enter the bluebird box--
actually try to squeeze through the 
ventilation slots at the top of the box. 

The next challenge involved a pair 
of Tree Swallows that tried to take over. 
Acting again on knowledge we gained 
through Bluebird Trails & Tales, we 
installed a second birdhouse about 10 
feet from the first house and used the 
fishing line trick there as well. Success! 
The swallows allowed the bluebirds 
to nest in the first box where they laid 
four eggs. The tree swallows then laid 
six eggs in the second box. Three of the 
bluebird eggs and six of the swallow 
eggs hatched. As soon as the three 
baby bluebirds fledged, we sterilized 
the box and filled the bottom with 
dried pine needles. Within two weeks a 
second nest was constructed, and five 
eggs were laid. (It should be mentioned 
that the only time we noticed tension 
between the swallows and bluebirds 

was the week before the first group of 
three bluebirds fledged. We assume 
this was because the bluebirds were 
planning to start a new nest.)

Once the six tree swallows fledged, 
we sterilized their box and placed 
dried needles in it in case the bluebirds 
decided to start a third nest. We also 
sterilized the bluebird box and placed 
dry pine needles in it once the second 
nest of five bluebirds fledged. Much to 
our surprise, the bluebirds returned to 
the same box they used for the first two 
nests and laid four eggs. All four eggs 
hatched and fledged. So…in one year 
we fledged 12 bluebirds, more than 
half the number we fledged in over 20 
years prior at our country setting!

An interesting observation was that 
the first seven fledged bluebirds did 
not return to the feeder or nest after 
leaving the box, while the third five 
fledglings have been seen at the feeder 
and even look in the box where they 
were raised. At the time of this writing, 
in mid-August, this has been going on 
for over a week.
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Dear Friends of the Woods & Wetlands and soon to be 
Meadowlands, AND Landis Homes Residents . . .

This has been a memorable BLUEBIRD DAY here on 
West Campus. The Yoder bluebird box has fledged four 
bluebirds today, making a total of 10 bluebirds for this 
season so far – the third clutch. Here are a few photos from 
the day’s excitement.

Dick Boshart

Dick, 
Thanks for sending me the story and the photos to go with 
it. FANTASTIC You and Roland are having TOO much fun 
with the Blue gems of summer!! HA
Keep up the good work. I sent your write-up and photos to 
our Newsletter editor, Joan Watroba. It might get selected 
for our Mail Bag section in Fall-Winter Newsletter.

I am having a banner year at many of my trails. My 
nest cup article has been reprinted in three other Bluebird 
society newsletters:

North Carolina Bluebird Society, South Carolina 
Bluebird Society and BC - Canada, Southern Interior 
Bluebird Trail.

On Aug 13 I am doing a ZOOM Bluebird Presentation 
for Hershey Mills Nature Group in West Chester. It is a large 
retirement community. Originally I was scheduled to speak 
there in April but it was canceled!!

May All your Blues be Bluebirds,  
Dean

Mailbag 

>>  Mailbag continued on page 9

Mom encouraging the first young’un s to venture out – while a 
pair of Goldfinches observe.

It’s a scary world out there!

I’m ready to go – here I go  ! 

(look closely in this next photo) caught in flight. Coming out 
behind the Sunflower – headed for the Canna Lily.

Ain’t I cute!!                                                                   

Safe landing on a comfortable padded chair in Yoder’s back 

patio!
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Hi Ms. Watroba,
I wanted to share these pictures with 
the PA Bluebird Society. For years 
we have placed a decorative nesting 
box in our garden knowing that it 
wasn’t very likely to be used. This 
year when we put it out, I added a 
layer of wood shavings and in late 
June a pair of Bluebirds moved an 
and successfully fledged 3 young 
Bluebirds. The one picture is of 
one of the young about a week 
before leaving one is the adult male 
watching the box on a nearby pole 
and the third is the happy parents. I 
just wanted to share and please feel 
free to use them as you see fit.

Thank You, 
Dave Pursel, Lancaster, PA

Hi-Thanks for your story and for the 
beautiful photos! Would like to post 
them in our Fall/Winter issue.
Thanks for providing nesting 
opportunities. You are correct that it 
is not a standard bluebird nest box, 
but it was productive anyway.  
Yeah!!! Joan Watroba, Editor 

Editor’s Note: Decorative nest 
boxes are often successfully used 
by bluebirds. If you want to put up 
decorative nest boxes, please make 
sure that they have the following 
features:

1. correct entrance hole size for the 
species you wish to attract (1-1/2” 
diameter hole for bluebirds)

2. adequate ventilation to reduce the 
heat inside of the nest box

3. drainage holes at the floor to 
allow rainwater to flow out

4. Most Important - a way to open 
the box to monitor nesting activity 
and to clean it out

Mailbag 

>>  Mailbag continued on page 10 

We have been feeding bluebirds for 
10 years. First with live meal worms. 
We had so many birds. We needed 
two containers a week. It became 
clear that I had to switch to the dry 
meal worms. After trying several 
purchased feeders, John decided to 
make his own. It became a labor of 
love. Several versions later, we have 
one that is easy to clean/add new 

worms to and two birds can feed in 
privacy at the same time. He put a 
divider in the middle and a skylight 
covered with a clear material. All of 
this is outside of dining area. Many 
hours watching them. 

Margaret and John Leedom
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Mailbag 

Joan- I live in Carlisle and am a 
member of the PA Bluebird Society. 
I am sending you a picture of my 
“Lobster Buoy Birdhouse” and 
the story about the house sparrow 
attack that occurred on 4/22. Dean 
has been counseling me, and I 
retrofitted the birdhouse with Mylar 
Sparrow-Spookers. 

The bluebirds successfully 
drove the house sparrow off with 
kamikaze buzzing. I am waiting 
now for the 3 young blues to have 
their eyes open and hopefully 
fledge within the early part of 
May. Taking pictures is easy, as the 
Lobster Birdbox is on my deck.    

Sincerely, Ruth M. Osborne

Hi Ruth-In the photo I think I see 
a perch on your lobster nest box. 
Suggest that you remove the perch, 
as the bluebirds do not need it,  and 
it encourages the house sparrows to 
hang around the box. 

Joan

>>  Mailbag continues on page 11

Question:
How does one get rid of a pesky 
Mockingbird(s) who continue 
to chase/scare our backyard 
bluebirds?
We put out mealworms out on 
our back patio for the bluebirds, 
but the mockingbird(s) fly in 
and scare them away and they 
also eat the mealworms. We 
shoo them away over and over, 
but they keep returning minutes 
later. 

Thanks, 
Jack Brown

Hi J. Brown-Thanks so much for 
your Newsletter Submission.
This is a common problem, 
as Mockingbirds can be very 
aggressive to other birds and will 
intimidate other birds which are 
in their habitat or near to feeding 
sources which they claim as theirs. 
I had that same experience several 
years ago. The Mockingbirds were 
nesting in a low shrub in the field 
behind the bluebird box, and they 
would chase the bluebirds away. 
They also ate all of the mealworms 
that I placed on an open tray feeder. 

Mockingbirds usually nest in 
low shrubbery, so if nest boxes are 
placed more in the open, they may 
not harass the bluebirds within their 
nesting sites. If they are aggressive 
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Mailbag 

at mealworm feeders, there are 
special feeders which do not allow 
larger birds such as Mockingbirds 
or Robins or Starlings to enter the 
feeder, which would only allow 

bluebirds and other small birds like 
Nuthatches and Wrens to enter.

Note that Mockingbirds are 
native birds, so one cannot harm 
them. The only birds which can be 

dispatched are the House Sparrow 
and the European Starling, which 
are not protected by the Federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

Joan Watroba, Editor

This photo is from a friend of mine 

in Maine-Richard MacNeil.

He is elated because this 

mother bluebird had her previous 

nest “pecked” by House wrens. 

He built a new box and moved 

it 300’ to a new location in his 

yard!! This is his 3rd nesting of the 

year! 

Dean

Bluebirds In Fall

Joan,
Thought I would share some new 
photos I took in case you could 
use them in the newsletter. I am so 
excited that they have been visiting 
the nest box this fall.

Blue is my favorite color!

Maria Prentice, 
BSP Member
New Jersey
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Concerns for Birds and Other Wildlife Entrapped in Spotted 
Lanternfly Tape              by Deb Smith

According to the Penn State 
Extension website, Spotted 
Lanternfly (SLF) is a serious 

invasive insect that has spread through 
twenty-six counties in Pennsylvania 
since its discovery in Berks County in 
2014. They feed on the sap of many 
important trees and plants. Pennsylva-
nians are encouraged to report sight-
ings of SLF eggs and adults, learn to 
identify SLF, and help manage/control 
the spread. https://extension.psu.edu/
scientists-examine-potential-econom-
ic-impact-of-spotted-lanternfly-in-
pennsylvania 

People should scrape and destroy/
smash egg masses. The eggs hatch in 
late April to June. The recommended 
method to trap SLF is by use of sticky 
band tape barriers to capture nymphs 
and adults as they crawl up from the 
ground onto trees to feed. The sticky 
band tape should only be used where 
SLF is actively seen. The tape should be 

taken off trees as win-
ter approaches, when 

Spotted Lanternflies die 
out.

However, those sticky bands 
also catch unintended, non-target crea-
tures including birds, bees, butterflies, 
lizards, and small mammals. An option 
to prevent this is to attach a raised 
guard or cage over the sticky bands us-
ing chicken wire, mesh screen, or hard-
ware cloth. The bottom of the guard/

cage must be open just enough to let 
the SLF crawl through but keep non-
targets out. See video showing this pro-
cedure at https://extension.psu.edu/
spotted-lanternfly-banding. Liz Bosak, 
PhD, Educator, Field and Forage Crops 
Team at Penn State Extension says she 
always emphasizes the importance of 
installing the wire cage over the sticky 
bands in her SLF presentations to the 
public.

Tracie Young is the Director/ 
Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator at 

Raven Ridge Wildlife Center in Wash-
ington Boro, Lancaster County, PA. She 
was recently featured on ABC 27 and 
Fox 43 television stations, reporting 
on the tragedies of using sticky bands 
around trees and their indiscriminate 
impact on wildlife. Tracie says that 
ANYTHING THAT UTILIZES TREES, 
including woodpeckers, other birds, 
bats, snakes, and squirrels are being 
caught on the glue intended for Spotted 
Lanternflies resulting in severe trauma 

and probable slow death. Tracie asks 
that anyone who encounters a trapped 
animal should not attempt to free it, 
but rather sprinkle some cornstarch 
or place tissues around the animal to 
prevent further stickiness. Then, she 
advises that a small towel be gently 
placed over the animal’s head. Cut a 
circle around the animal with a box 
cutter or scissors and place in a box to 
be kept calm. Go to the nearest Wild-
life Rehabilitator as soon as possible 
- see https://pawr.com for a list. The 

Alternate Style SLF Trap

Bird captured by Sticky Trap
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>>  Spotted Lanternflies continues on page 13
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Concerns for Birds and Other Wildlife Entrapped in Spotted 
Lanternfly Tape continued from page 12 

actual process of removing the animal 
from the tape is lengthy, extremely 
meticulous and requires special care to 
prevent hypothermia and further shock 
and trauma. Tracie says that “laypeo-

ple” trying to help have unfortunately 
torn the skin or broken the bones of the 
animal they were hoping to help. Even 
with the specialized care provided at 
Raven Ridge, many animals succumb 
to their injuries.

Various landscape and tree compa-
nies advocate for the use of the sticky 
band traps to control SLF, but they tend 
to exclude the fact that other wildlife is 
also harmed. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the businesses directly, ask for 
the Manager or Owner, and nicely ask 
them to be sure to tell the public how 
important it is to install the guard/cage 
barriers!Life Stages of the Spotted Lanternfly

Spotted Lanternfly on Sticky Tape

Spotted Lanternfly on Grapes 

• ��Here is an ABC 27 news story from September 17, 2019:  
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/concerns-over-other-animals-
being-trapped-in-spotted-lantern-tape/

• �How to Build an alternate New Style Spotted Lanternfly Circle Trap:  
https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly-circle-trap
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Kestrel Adventure by Marilyn Michalski

For the first time in years, our “Bird 
Team” attracted a pair of American 
Kestrels to the 432-acre Camphill 
Village, Kimberton Hills campus, 
in Pennsylvania’s Chester 
County, 25 miles West of 
Philadelphia. Kestrels need 
our help, as their numbers 
have declined. Loss of 
habitat (large open fields 
and woodlands), along with 
predation by hawks, has 
reduced their population. 
The Kestrel is a beautiful 
bird with blue wings, a rusty 
back, and black mustaches 
down each cheek. Its beak 
curves downward – like its 
larger cousin the Peregrine 
Falcon. Few things in life are 
as stunning as the Kestrel’s 
ability to hover in place over 
the ground. We’ve watched 
in awe as a Kestrel beat its 
wings while suspended in 
space – before diving to capture a 
meal. 

Early in March, my birding 
partner John Tower and his assistant 
Ana installed a large nest box – the 
size used for a Screech Owl – in a 
grassy field at the Southern edge 
of the Camphill campus. I spotted 
a male Kestrel a week later, as he 
removed feathers from a small bird 
he had captured. Both male and 
female Kestrels were observed in 
April. 

At the beginning of May, Mimi 
Coleman – John’s wife - spotted 
the female Kestrel flying out of 
the nest box. What happy news! 
Perhaps Kestrels were nesting there. 
We dared not climb up a ladder 

to check, because this pair of 
Kestrels was nervous – skittish and 
fearful – and might be scared away. 
We knew that Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary had been helping 
Kestrels, and our pair might have 

come from their successful broods. 
Later in May I startled the male, 
who was near the nest box with a 
mouse in his beak. When he flew 
away, I surmised he intended to 
feed it to his nestlings, so I left, 
hoping he’d return with that meal 
for them. 

On June 3rd, at 6:40 p.m., Mother 
Nature broke open the portals of 
Hell. A violent storm assaulted 
the area and toppled trees like 
pick-up sticks. Torrential rain and 
whirlpools of wind tore through 
many townships. Roadways 
became impassable as huge trees 

fell across them. Downed wires 
were common, and most residents 
lost electric power for three days. 
One of the houses at Camphill 
Village was struck by a falling tree 
and sustained major damage to 

its roof and top floor. Sadly, 
our Kestrel nest box was 
demolished. Walking outside 
after the storm, John and 
Mimi found the nest box 
ripped off its mounting, its 
rear wall still attached to the 
tree. In horror they found the 
remainder of the nest box 
on the ground, split apart. 
Baby Kestrels were strewn on 
the grass, crying piteously. 
As John directed a flashlight 
beam over the ground, Mimi 
gathered them and placed 
them in the shelter of their 
broken box, covering it with 
a board to keep out the rain. 
The nestlings’ feathers were 
white, but not fluffy, because 

the rain had plastered them to 
their bodies -- hypothermia was an 
imminent threat. 

John’s adrenalin gave him an urgent 
goal - to rescue the nestlings. He 
remembered an unused nest box 
in another part of the campus, 
mounted on a long 4x4 post. 
This nest box had been built for 
Screech Owls, but they had not 
used it. Luck was on his side when 
a neighbor responded to his call 
for help. This fellow had tools, and 
immediately – in the deepening 
twilight – he and John attached 
the post to the remaining trunk of 
the damaged tree. So far, so good! 

The Thriil:

The Storm:

The Rescue

Adult Male American Kestrel
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Kestrel Adventure continued from page 14

In the advancing darkness Mimi 
carefully placed the four Kestrel 
nestlings inside the extra nest box, 
while they cried in fear – peeping 
constantly. Fortunately, a ¾ inch 
layer of clean wood chips on the 
floor of the “new” nest box would 
help dry their feathers. Three of the 
nestlings seemed OK, but the 4th 
appeared to have a disfigurement 
on its face. Upon close 
examination, Mimi discovered 
that a slug from the wet grass had 
crawled onto its beak. Once she 
removed the slug, the nestling 
appeared OK. But questions 
loomed large: Were there unseen 
injuries to their small bodies? 
Would they recover from their 
violent fall? Would they be able to 
fly? Would the parents return? We 
also wondered what had prompted 
Mimi and John to walk outside 
near the nest box in the aftermath 
of the storm - as darkness fell and 
rain continued. We would soon 
realize how narrowly the nestlings 
had escaped death. And they were 
“not out of the woods” yet. We 
would lose them if the parents had 
not survived. But we were hopeful 
– praying they could overcome the 
monumental odds against them. 

The series of events which 
culminated in this rescue seemed to 
be – as we evaluated it later – made 
possible by a Benevolent Force in 
the Universe. So many pivotal and 
necessary steps occurred within an 
hour – at the time of greatest need 
– for the salvation of these falcon-
family babies. We felt as though the 
Hand of God had been at work. 

But we still had challenges: 
Would the parents find them in 
the unfamiliar box? Should we 

check the nest box? Should we 
call a bird expert? Take them to a 
rehab facility? Or do nothing? We 
remembered the admonishment: 
“First, do no harm,” which applies 
to bird work as well as to human 
doctoring. The Pennsylvania Game 
Commission urged us to observe 
the nest box on a regular basis, 
which we did. 

The day after the storm, John 
and Mimi spotted the male Kestrel 
and confirmed it had gone into 
the new nest box. Then the female 
appeared. I visited the nest box 
a few days later but didn’t see 
anything. I rarely see the kestrels, 
because they are incredibly 
secretive, and they are spooked by 
the occasional vehicle. Even when I 
parked far away and used a spotting 
scope, I usually saw nothing. But 
I didn’t worry– Kestrels are less 
active in the heat of the day. 

When we realized how close these 
Kestrels had come to disaster, 
we felt enormous gratitude that 
Divine Providence – coupled with 
emergency assistance from human 
hands - had orchestrated a positive 
ending. 

Four weeks after the rescue 
John and Mimi determined that 
Kestrels were no longer using the 
nest box. We were convinced the 
nestlings had fledged. But had 
they all survived? We had to find 
out. We climbed up a ladder and 
opened the nest box – it was empty, 
except for a layer of debris on top 
of the wood chips. We examined 
this nesting residue to uncover 
the bones of about ten small birds 

and their feet, along with a similar 
number of pellets – oval lozenges 
of compacted mouse bones and 
fur. We were not sad to find little 
feathers in the nest box, even 
though we knew these had come 
from birds in our area – captured 
by adult Kestrels. I told everyone 
at the “Grand Opening of the Big 
Nest box” that I was happy to 
sacrifice bluebirds to Kestrels. We 
noticed some blue feathers – proof 
that Eastern Bluebirds had been 
consumed. However, with sixty 
bluebird nest boxes at Camphill 
Village, we had an abundant 
supply of Blues. We observed that 
all discarded bones were bare – no 
flesh remained – and we identified 
the wing of a large insect eaten 
by nestlings. These discoveries fit 
well with literature on the diet of 
Kestrels.

 In our work to benefit 
cavity-nesters, we are sometimes 
rewarded with a remarkable 
achievement, a “win-win” that 
results from a fortuitous synthesis 
of natural occurrences, human 
intervention, and a bit of divine 
assistance. I confirm that no birding 
experience has ever touched me 
as deeply as this, and no outcome 
could have been better. In this year 
of the dreadful corona pandemic, 
our spirits soared to unforgettable 
heights in this adventure, which 
ranks among our most inspirational. 
When we are instrumental in 
generating this level of success, 
we experience a kind of magical 
exhilaration. Nothing in the avian 
realm has ever uplifted our spirits 
in such an indelible manner as the 
saving of endangered Kestrels. 

The Aftermath
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As can be seen in the two photos above, the 
bluebird sign located on the grounds of the 
Harrisburg State Hospital was in dire need of repair. 

The sign is part of a 20-box bluebird trail that stretches for 
five miles on the Harrisburg Area Greenbelt. BSP members 
Diane Kripas and BSP Dauphin County Coordinator 
Bill Strauss, both instrumental in establishing the trail, 
approached the BSP about options for replacing the sign. 
Available commercial signs were either prohibitively 
expensive or were not quite what was needed. 

With financial support from a BSP mini-grant, Bill 
Strauss and Jay Smullen (pictured above) refurbished the 
kiosk. Nancy Putt and Phil Durgin undertook the wording 
and preliminary design work of a first-ever BSP informational 
trail sign. With additional editing and design help from 
Susan Durgin and former Carlisle Area School District Art 
Department Chair, Mellisa Gallagher, a new 36” x 28” 
sign was created. We chose to print the sign as a laminated 
poster, but the digital format allows the option for the sign to 
be printed on aluminum or plastic composite, which could 
be mounted without additional cover. 

If you would be interested in obtaining a copy of the 
sign for your trail, contact Phil Durgin (pdurgin@comcast.net 
or 717-732-5325). 

I think the easiest way to get you to the kiosk is off of 
Elmerton Avenue. Coming from Cameron Street, heading 
East on Elmerton Ave. take a right at the 2nd light, Sycamore 
Drive, sign is also marked as the Farm Show parking lot. 
Go through the gate, pass the water tower on your right, 
down the hill and park in the lot on your left closest to a 
white garage-type building. The paved trail is down a grass 
hill by the split rail fence. On the trail, head left (away from 

Harrisburg State Hospital) look for the yellow gate and the 
kiosk is on your right.

Thanks to Richard Hess, BSP Photographer and others 
who provided the photos of the songbirds for the new 
educational bluebird sign.

Phil Durgin

Editor’s Note:The Capital Area Greenbelt Trail is a 20-mile 
loop through and around Harrisburg. It passes along the 
Susquehanna River through Riverfront Park, through wooded 
areas, urban offices, residential areas, and scenic parks, 
including Reservoir Park and Wildwood Park. Parts of the 
trail share the road, but most of the loop is on dedicated 
paths. Most of the trail is paved but portions are gravel or 
crushed stone.

For more information about the Capital Area Greenbelt 
Trail, please contact the Capital Area Greenbelt Association 
at 717-921-GREEN. Their web site: http://caga.org/ has a 
downloadable, printable map, a GPS Coordinate List , and 
a Turn- By- Turn Direction List with GPS Coordinates and 
parking sites to access the complete Capital Area Greenbelt 
Trail.

New Bluebird Educational Sign Installed at the Greenbelt Trail, 
Harrisburg by Phil Durgin

Pictured from left to right: Bill Strauss, BSP Dauphin County 
Coordinator, Diane Kripas, Greenbelt Liaison and BSP Member, 
Susan Durgin, Artist and BSP Merchandise Manager and Phil 
Durgin, BSP Vice President 

Location of the Bluebird Trail Kiosk
Check it Out  

Nice Walking Trail

Above left: Old bluebird sign on the Harrissburg Area Greenbelt. 
Above right: Jay Smullen stands before the old bluebird kiosk
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Married to a Bluebirder by Peg Leister 

You have heard of  

“Married to the mob.” Well, 

my story is worse. Granted, 

there are no murders, drive by shoot-

ings (although I bet we have drive-by 

spottings) or no pasta dinners with 

guns, but we do have those mean 

House Sparrows who want to kill our 

baby bluebirds, larger birds wanting to 

push smaller birds off the feeders, and 

no pasta, but lots of mealworms! This 

is my life.

 I am married to a bluebirder who 

also happens to be the State County 

Coordinator for the Bluebird Society 

of Pennsylvania. Before we get to our 

yard, let me describe the house: all 

knickknacks are bird- oriented. There 

are ceramic bird houses hanging all 

over the front and back porches. There 

are bird pictures, made of various 

materials (even embroidered) inside 

the house. The kitchen and basement 

freezers are both full of homemade 

suet, and the basement is used for 

growing mealworms. Family 

pictures consist of my hus-

band holding bird houses, 

building bird houses or talk-

ing about bird houses.  

Our yard is a happy  

haven for the birds, but 

especially our bluebird 

friends. There is a special 

feeder for suet that is designed so that 

only cavity-nesting birds can get in. 

There is a large pole with multiple 

feeders on it, and a special feeder for 

mealworms farther back on the lawn. 

The patio boasts a bird bath which is 

heated in colder months. The large 

bushes have ornamental birdhouses 

which are often used by smaller birds 

for their nests. These are just things, 

you say. 

Wait, this is my life. Vacations 

may not extend into bluebird season. 

Our lunches and dinners must be 

planned around bluebird chats and 

board meetings. You would think my 

sacrifices would be rewarded with 

prizes, but, unhappily, I must admit 

that I would get more attention if I had 

bluebird feathers on my back!! 

Editor’s Note: We salute you, Peg, as  

a spouse of an avid bluebirder. We  

appreciate your support to Ken to 

allow him to pursue his passion-blue-

birds-and he inspires so many others to 

get actively involved as State County 

Coordinator for BSP.
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Once upon a midmorning 
cloudy, while I pondered, 
deep and proudly, a bluebird 

came tapping as of someone gently 
rapping at our sun porch windows.

So began the saga of our 
unrelenting guest, flapping, tapping 
at our porch windows. We were most 
concerned for the bluebird’s safety.  
After a week of his flapping, tapping, 
he seemed physically fine; he kept 
attacking the windows.

We placed a pelican and a ceramic 
cat on the azalea bushes just below 
the windows. The bluebird showed no 
fear of the figurines as he continued to 
attack the windows.

From several sources, Ken Leister 
and Bob Fleck, we have learned that 
bluebirds are territorial, and the male 
bluebird will do what he has to do to 
protect his territory. He is attacking 

his own reflection in the windows, 
thinking it is another male bluebird.  
Placing pictures of hawks and owls did 
not keep him away.

    We covered the upper windows 
with netting, but instead of deterring 
him, he rested on the netting before 
and after he attacked the windows.

His flight was made longer to flap 
and tap the window, since we moved 
the bluebird box an additional 50 feet 
from the sun porch windows. On the 
four upper widows, we taped 8x10 
pictures of the Great Horned Owl 
to no avail. We added pictures of an 
animated hawk in flight-same results.

Thinking a three-dimensional owl 
dangling in space from an 8-foot-high 
flowering pot hanger in front of the 
windows would scare him away-it did 
not. He found that the curved top of 
the hanger an ideal perch to rest before 
and after he protected his territory by 

flapping and tapping at his reflected 
image. 

Placing a 7-foot-high scarecrow in 
front of the sun porch windows did not 
work either.

The only success we had was 
covering the upper windows with black 
plastic. But then he attacked the lower 
windows. Placing black plastic on all 
of the windows in the sunroom defeats 
the purpose of having a sunroom. 

So what if we had to wash the 
windows thrice in the last 4 weeks!

Editor’s Note: Hi Henry-I loved to 
read about the many, creative ways 
that you used to try to stop the male 
bluebird from pecking at your sunroom 
windows. Sorry that none of them were 
effective. Note that female bluebirds 
will also display the same pecking 
behavior at windows or mirrors, as 
they do not want another female in 
their nesting area either.Here are some 
additional methods to try: https://
www.wikihow.com/Stop-Birds-from-
Attacking-Windows

Henry’s Dilemma by Henry Melius, West Chester County  
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Contest Winner:
Congratulations to: John and Barbara Rotz
Please select an item from the BSP Store at www.the bsp.org 
and then call BSP Merchandise Manager, Susan Durgin at 
(717) 732-5325 to arrange for the delivery of your prize. 

The BSP Newsletter Committee is thrilled that many 
members are submitting material for the BSP newsletter, 
and we want to encourage more members to do so. By 
submitting your questions, nesting experiences, photos, and 
field observations, we will be able to offer a wider variety of 
articles and materials that are of interest to our readers. 

1) �Your entry can be a general question or article about 
bluebirds or other nature topics, a write-up about 
something that you observed in your yard or on your 
trail, an original poem, a trail monitoring tip, or any 
non-copyrighted material. Please send copies only of 
printed materials or PDF’s/word documents of electronic 
submissions and jpeg files of photos.

2) �To submit by regular mail, write: Attn: Newsletter 
Submission contest on the front of the envelope and send 
to: Joan Watroba, Newsletter Editor, 2408 Bumble Bee 
Hollow Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756 

3) �To submit by e-mail, include BSP Newsletter 
SubmissionContest in the subject line of your e-mail to: 

bluebirdhappy365@outlook.com

4) �The latest date to submit items is the following: Spring - 
January 7, Summer- May 7, Fall/Winter-September 7.

The Newsletter Editor will then review the items and reserve 
the right to include your submission in an upcoming edition. 
Since we cannot return any items, please send copies only 
of materials and/or photos. Please include your contact 
information-name, address, phone number or e-mail address 
(optional) with your entry. Thank you in advance for your 
submissions! 

One submission will be randomly drawn at the cut-off date 
for each newsletter edition, and the person whose entry was 
randomly picked will have their choice of any item offered 
in the BSP Merchandise Store website: www.thebsp.org

BSP Newsletter Submission Contest

2020 BSP Board Meeting: 
Oct 22, 2020, 6 p.m. Thursday Evening 

2021 Board Meeting Dates

January 28, 2021-6 p.m. Thursday Evening **
April 22, 2021-6 p.m. Thursday Evening **
July 22, 2021-6 p.m. Thursday Evening **
October 28, 2021-6 p.m. Thursday Evening **

** �Please contact Dean Rust, BSP President prior to the 
meeting dates to arrange to join BSP meetings. Dean’s 
contact phone number is 717-669-0167 or e-mail  
Dean at: july7ds@aol.com

All BSP members are invited to attend BSP Board meetings 
to learn about upcoming BSP activities and events and to 
share your ideas about a variety of issues related to bluebird 
conservation. 

Please join us at our meetings!

Jan. 9-15 -PA Farm Show 2021

 One of Harrisburg’s biggest and most popular events, 
and one of BSP’s favorite bluebird educational outreach 
experiences was canceled for in-person participation 
because of COVID concerns. Instead, it will be conducted 
virtually. 

The theme of the event will be “Cultivating Tomorrow”.  This 
Virtual event will be focused on education and awareness 
for the general public and the agricultural industry. 

Check their web site for more information: https://www.
farmshow.pa.gov/.

2021 BSP Annual Conference- March 12-13, 2021 

Best Western/Lehigh Valley Hotel and Conference Center 
300 Gateway Drive Bethlehem, PA. 
www.lehighvalleyhotel.com 

BSP has reserved a block of rooms at the Best Western/
Lehigh Conference Center at a group rate, so please let 
them know that you are attending the BSP Conference 
when you reserve your lodging. Direct Line to Hotel 
Reservations-610-866-5800

The Annual BSP Conference offers excellent speakers, 
demonstrations, vendors, and an opportunity to learn from, 
and socialize with people who share your love of bluebirds 
and enjoy the wonders of the natural world. A special 
mailing regarding the conference, including registration 
information, speaker bios, and itinerary will be sent out to  
all active BSP members in early 2021. Registration forms  
and Itinerary will also be posted on the BSP web site:  
www.thebsp.org closer to the event.

Calendar of Events
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Everyone has a “spark bird”, 
that one species and occurrence 
that was special and started 

each of us on the road to a continuing 
interest in birds.

For me it occurred when I was 13. 
I wanted my summer of that year to be 
more than mowing grass and pulling 
weeds, so I decided to make a list of all 
the birds I could see in our quarter acre 
yard.  Within a week or so, I had seen 
all the common species and needed 
to search beyond the confines of the 
yard. My parents allowed me to take 
walks to local woodlots, expanding 
my search and species list into the 
neighborhood and beyond.

My “spark bird” experience 
occurred the following spring. Noting 
that my interest in birds had continued, 
my father drove us to an abandoned 
farm. It was early April, cold enough to 
wear a jacket. A few patches of snow 
still lingered here and there, sun in 
and out of the clouds. During our walk 
we came around the corner of a field 
and at that precise moment an Eastern 
Bluebird landed on an old wooden 

fence post a few yards away. At the 
same time a single shaft of sunlight 
broke through the clouds and shone 
on the bird, just like a spotlight on an 
actor on stage. The memory is as vivid 

today as it was in that instant. I haven’t 
stopped watching and enjoying birds 
since.

What was your “spark bird”?

My “Spark Bird” by Nick Kerlin

BSP County Coordinator News: 
Late in May of 2020, Rich Leatherman 
(Co-Coordinator in Montgomery Co.) 
and Marilyn Michalski (Co-County 
Coordinator in Chester County 
answered calls from Jackie Savage, 
a resident of Norristown, PA, in 
Montgomery County. Jackie walks 
every day at the Norristown Farm Trail, 
where she has seen many bluebird 
nesting boxes.  She contacted Rich 
Leatherman in the hope of establishing 
a new Bluebird Nest Box in memory 
of her Granddaughter, who died of 
leukemia.

Working together, Rich and 
Marilyn contacted Park Ranger, 
Wood and Bluebird Trail Monitor, 
Stan Robinson, who informed us 
that there are 100 nest boxes in this 
Park. Many of these nest boxes are in 
poor condition. Rich Leatherman is 
addressing that problem. Here’s the 
good news:  The establishment of a 
Memorial Nest Box is permissible.  
Rich is going to provide a new 
mahogany nest box to Jackie, who  
will work with the Ranger to attach  
the Memorial Plaque.  Marilyn will 
send BSP information to all parties 

involved. Jackie gave us a call of 
“Thanks” and is looking forward to 
hearing more about BSP.

According to their Head Monitor, 
Stan Robinson, there are quite a few 
volunteers at this Park who monitor 
nest boxes.  Rich and Marilyn will look 
into the feasibility of a BSP talk on 
Monitoring for them later in 2020.

Editor’s Note: Wonderful teamwork for 
two great causes-a living tribute to a 
loved one and a beautiful bluebird trail 
for the bluebirds! 

BSP Volunteers do Amazing Things
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More from the Mailbag 

Hi Joan, I am attaching three photos from my wonderful 
visit to Downingtown today. Deb Smith

Editor’s Note: Ken Leister designed this Special Bluebird 
Box which accommodates the installation of a Ring 
Camera. The Solar Panel powers the camera and 

allows the nest box to be monitored remotely from a 
Smart phone. Nancy Fraim has installed one of these 
special nest boxes on elementary school and retirement 
home properties. Allows a bird’s -eye view of nesting 
activity inside of the box-very interesting and exciting.

Ken Leister and Nancy Fraim of Chester County, PA 
with  the Special Bluebird Box

Nest box with ring camera – 
front view

Nest box with ring camera vis-
ible with side panel opened

Joan,  
I have a seven-acre hobby farm 
in Moon Twp., Pa. I built and 
placed 8 Bluebird houses on the 
property, with poor results. Most 
houses are overtaken by House 
Sparrows. Joined your Society to 
help the beautiful Bluebirds. Will try 
again in early Spring--2021.
Wm. Repack

Hi-Nice to hear from you. House 
Sparrows are the main problem 
for the bluebirds and other native 
songbirds which use nest boxes. 
For bluebirds, nest box placement 
is important-boxes should be out 
in the open - away from buildings 
and shrubbery. I suggest that you 
try adding the monofilament line to 
the front of the nest boxes, and also 
add a Sparrow Spooker to deter the 

House Sparrows. Many bluebird 
landlords report success with these 
methods. House Sparrows can also 
be trapped using a variety of traps—
both in the box and in ground 
traps. House Sparrows are non-
native, aggressive, birds and are not 
protected by the Federal Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. Remove their nests 
and eggs as soon as they appear in 
the box.

Hi Joan, 
Today, sitting by my campfire, I saw 
three Bluebirds fly from one large 
tree to another. I thought my friends 
were already relocating far south 
of my Pittsburgh, Pa hobby-farm. 
Can you explain.? I have eight bird 
houses ready for the Bluebirds this 
coming Spring–with the fishing-line 
attached as directed.

Hi-Happy that you saw the bluebirds 
today! If the weather stays mild 
and if food is available, bluebirds 
will remain in PA all year. In South 
Central PA, we see bluebirds in 
winter. We provide supplemental 
food: mealworms, suet cakes, and 
a mixture of suet, peanut butter, 
cornmeal, and raisins. Bluebirds 
also eat shelled sunflower seeds and 
peanut hearts. They may roost in 
nest boxes or in tree cavities during 
extreme winter weather. Happy that 
you have added the fishing line to 
the front of your nest boxes. I hope 
that it will deter the House Sparrows 
from using your nest boxes in 2021. 

Joan
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Color these Beautiful Bluebirds



Bluebird Society of PA Membership Form

	 Regular/Family (16-64yrs)	 Senior/Couples (65+)	 Organization/Corporate	  Lifetime

	 1 year -$15 	 1 year - $12	 1 year -$100 	 $375
	 3 years-$40 	 3 years -$30 	 3 years -$275

*When you Renew for 3 years, you can take advantage of our discounted rates shown above!

* See BSP website for Junior Membership opportunities.

Mail to:
Bluebird Society of PA

P.O. Box 12
Exton, PA 19341

	 o New Member	 o Renewal	 o Donation

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

State:_____________________________________ Zip:_ _____________County:________________________________

Phone No.:__________________________________________________ (required in case newsletter is undeliverable) 

E-mail Address: _ __________________________________________ (required if questions or e-mailed delivery of Newsletter)

Donation (optional): $________Total Amount Enclosed: $________

If you are a new member, have you received your new membership packet? o Yes   o No

How would you like to receive your newsletter? o Regular mail   o E-mail

Please tell us how you learned about us:_________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to help with:	 o  County Coordinator		  o  Nestbox Monitoring

	 o  Nestbox Construction		  o  Newsletter

	 o  Photography		  o  Research

	 o  Speakers’ Bureau		  o  Fundraising

	 o  Farm Show (Jan)		  o  BSP Conference (April)	

OFFICIAL USE ONLY:   Check No.:_ ____________Renewal year:_ ___________________
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BSP is a North American Bluebird Society Affiliate

BSP RENEWAL DATES/Mailing Address Changes - Please check your mailing label on your regular mailed copy to see your 
renewal date. You can renew for one year or for multiple years, which will provide a discount. Both e-mail and regular mail 
members will also receive a letter by regular mail notifying of your renewal date. *If you need to update your mailing  
address, please send changes to: BSP • P.O. Box 12 • Exton, PA 19341

BSP RENEWAL DATES  
Mailing Address Changes:

Please check your mailing 
label on your regular mailed 
copy to see your renewal 
date. You can renew for 
one year or for multiple 
years, which will provide a 
discount. Both e-mail and 
regular mail members will 
also receive a letter by regu-
lar mail notifying of your 
renewal date. 

*If you need to update your 
mailing address, please send 
changes to: 
nancyfraim@comcast.net  

A 
Gift Membership to 
BSP is the perfect gift for a 
special person in your life.

It will bring them the seasonal 
publication, Bluebird Trails and 
Tales and will deliver Bluebird Joy 
and Happiness to them all year 
long.

A Membership Form appears in this 
issue and is also available on the 
BSP web site: www.thebsp.org

Share Your love of Bluebirds with Others!


