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A Message from the President 
Dr. Dean C. Rust, BSP President

For the last ten years Shirley and I have  
spent a couple of weeks in January in the California Baja Sur, 

Mexico. This year I decided to investigate whether the Eastern 
Bluebird is a resident of MX? Some year I am hoping to see Eastern 
Bluebirds in Cabo San Lucas with the increase in golf courses and 
hundreds of irrigated resorts. But so far I have only seen Cactus 
Wrens, Hooded Orioles, Ash-throated Flycatchers, Red-tailed 
Hawks and, alas, the ubiquitous House Sparrows.

As you well know, Eastern Bluebirds are common in southern 
Canada and the eastern three-fifths of the lower 48 states of the 
USA (east of the Rockies) including Bermuda. From the US their 
range stretches south through northeastern and montane central 
Mexico (see map). Central American countries where the East-
ern Bluebird winters: Cuba, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua. These Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) are known 
regionally as Azure Bluebirds, Common Bluebirds or Blue Robins. 
Perhaps Eastern Bluebirds will someday reach the California Baja 
and people will be wowed by its beauty, song and demeanor?

Alexander Wilson (1766-1813) has been referred to as “the 
father of American 
ornithology” due to 
his many contribu-
tions. Wilson was 
equal parts poet, artist 
and scientist. His 
nine-volume Ameri-
can Ornithology was 
the standard reference 
on North American 
birds for many years. 
Some excerpts fol-
low from that series, 
complete with its 
quirky spellings and 
vocabulary. It gives us 
an enlightening look 
at the state of our 

“The personal satisfaction and pleasure derived by participating in monitoring

nestboxes is a reward money cannot buy. Whether you have one box or fifty, the

joy and excitement of seeing a new nest, then blue eggs, the hatching and 

observing the nestlings, is almost beyond description. Bluebirds in the nestbox 

is a celebration of life – one of the many miracles afforded us in this world.”

~ Harry Krueger

Approximate Eastern Bluebird Range/Distribution Map
Author: Ken Thomas

Winter only range
Year-round range of the species
Summer only range



knowledge about the Eastern Bluebird in 1831 when this volume 
was published. Our beloved bluebird was very common at that 
time. “The pleasing manners, and sociable disposition, of this little 
bird, entitle him to particular notice. As one of the first messengers 
of spring, bringing the charming tidings to our very doors, he bears 
his own recommendation always along with him, and meets with a 
hearty welcome from everybody. Though generally accounted a bird 
of passage, yet, so early as the middle of February, if the weather 
be open, he usually makes his appearance about his old haunts, 
the barn, orchard, and fence posts. Storms and deep snows some-
times succeeding, he disappears for a time; but about the middle of 
March is again seen, accompanied by his mate, visiting the box in 
the garden, or hole in the old apple tree, the cradle of some genera-
tions of his ancestors. “When he first begins his amours”, says a 
curious and correct observer, “it is pleasing to behold his courtship, 
his solicitude to please and secure the favour of his beloved female. 
He uses the tenderest expressions, sits close by her, caresses and 
sings to her his most enduring warblings. When seated together, if 
he espies an insect delicious to her taste, he takes it up, flies with 
it to her, spreads his wing over her, and puts it in her mouth.” If a 
rival makes his appearance, (for they are ardent in their loves,) he 
quits her in a moment, attacks and pursues the intruder as he shifts 
from place to place, in tones that bespeak the jealousy of his affec-
tion, conducts him, with many reproofs, beyond the extremities of 
his territory, and returns to warble out his transports of triumph 
beside his beloved mate. The preliminaries being thus settled, and 
the spot fixed on, they begin to build a nest and prepare for the 
reception of their future offspring.

The usual spring and summer song of the bluebird is a soft, 
agreeable, and of repeated warble, uttered with open quiver-
ing wings, and is extremely pleasing. In his motions and general 
character, he has great resemblance to the robin redbreast of Britain: 

and, had he the brown olive of that bird, instead of his own blue, 
could scarcely be distinguished from him. He is also of a mild and 
peaceful disposition, seldom fighting or quarrelling with other 
birds. His society is courted by the inhabitants of the country, and 
few farmers neglect to provide for him, in some suitable place, a 
snug little summer-house, ready fitted and rent free. For this he 
more than sufficiently repays them by the cheerfulness of his song, 
and the multitude of injurious insects which he daily destroys. The 
bluebird, in summer and fall, is fond of frequenting open pasture 
fields; and there perching on the stalks of the great mullein, to 
look out for passing insects. A whole family of them are often seen, 
thus situated, as if receiving lessons of dexterity from their more 
expert parents, who can espy a beetle crawling among the grass, 
at considerable distance; and, after feeding on it, instantly resume 
their former position… Nothing is more common in Pennsylvania 
than to see large flocks of these birds, in spring and fall, passing at 
considerable heights in the air; from the south in the former, and 
from the north in the latter season. I have seen, in October, ten or 
fifteen of them descend from a great height, and settle on the top of 
a tall detached tree, appearing, from their silence and sedateness, to 
be strangers, and fatigued. After a pause of a few minutes, they be-
gan to dress and arrange their plumage, and continued so employed 
for ten or fifteen minutes more; then, on a few warning notes being 
given, perhaps by the leader of their party, the whole remounted to 
a vast height, steering in a direct southward line.” The descriptive 
words of Alexander Wilson were penned over 200 years ago but 
they are still appealing, melodious and enchanting. THANK YOU 
-- Mr. Wilson for giving us a special insight into the lives and times 
of Bluebirds in the early 1800’s.

Dean C. Rust, DDS
President of the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
February 2018

A Message from the President continued from page 1 
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Anticipation…

Bet Zimmerman Smith photos
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To take all action deemed by the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania to be benefi-
cial to the protection, enjoyment and propagation of the Eastern Bluebird and 
other native cavity nesting species in Pennsylvania and elsewhere.

• �Provide and promote educational activities relating to bluebirds, birding, 
conservation and related subjects.

• �Monitor and conduct research relating to bluebirds, other cavity nesting 
birds, food sources, habitats, and trails

• Build, maintain, and monitor bluebird boxes and trails.

• �Provide opportunities for people to become involved in efforts that assist 
bluebirds and other native bird species.

• �Provide social opportunities to share information and experiences relating to 
bluebirds and related conservation topics.

A Message from the President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       1 & 2

Anticipation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       2

BSP Officers & Board of Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       3

From the Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    4

A Tribute to Ron Freed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               5

Feeding Mealworms to Bluebirds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       5

BSP Newsletter Submission Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     6

Mailbag  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       7 & 8

Upcoming BSP Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                9

How to Help Eastern Bluebirds – and  DO NO HARM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       10

2017 Cavity-nesting Trails Summary Report/PA State Parks . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              11

2018 BSP County Coordinators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   12 & 13

Importance of Pollinators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            14

Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania - Financial Report 2017  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    15

Skylight Nestbox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  15

Oh, the Value of a Noel Guard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        16

Event Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      17

Request for Volunteers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              17

Bluebirds to Color . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 18

BSP Membership Renewal Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       19

Back Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       20



From the Editor
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I was very excited to learn 
that 2018 has been designated as The 

Year of the Bird. Audubon and National 
Geographic are spearheading a coalition of  
organizations to highlight the important 
part that birds play in the ecosystem.

The Bluebird Society of PA is an  
organization with the goals of promoting 
the propagation of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. We appreciate 
all of your support which assists us to reach 
these important goals.

2018 also marks the centennial of the 
Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which 
was signed in 1918. It reads: 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of  
1918, codified at 16 U.S.C. §§ 703–712, is 
a United States federal law, first enacted in 
1916 to implement the convention for the 
protection of migratory birds between the 
United States and Great Britain. (acting on 
behalf of Canada)  

The statute makes it unlawful without 
a waiver to pursue, hunt, take, capture, 
kill, or sell birds listed therein as migratory 
birds. The statute does not discriminate 
between live or dead birds and also grants 
full protection to any bird parts includ-

ing feathers, eggs, and nests. The Act was 
enacted in an era when many bird species 
were threatened by the commercial trade in 
birds and bird feathers. 

However, many  groups of  hunted or 
game birds, including ducks, geese, doves, 
and many shorebirds are subject to limited 
protection and can be hunted in season. 

Birds  that are considered non-
native species such as the House 
Sparrow and the European Starling 
are not protected. Both of these 
invasive bird species are very detri-
mental to native songbirds. House 
sparrows will aggressively compete 
with bluebirds and other native 
songbirds for nesting sites by re-
moving their eggs and killing both 
adult and young birds inside of the 
nest box, and then taking over the 
box. European  Starlings compete 

with native birds for nesting oppor-
tunities in natural cavities such as 
snags and old woodpecker holes.

Birds are very beneficial to people and to 
the ecosystem in so many ways:

• Pest/Insect Control

• �Dispersal of  seeds for  creating new plants 
and trees

• Pollinate plants

• �Clean up the environment of dead ani-
mals (vultures are very efficient at this)

• Warn us of environmental degradation 

• �Birdwatching offers a substantial stimulus 

to the economy related to ecotourism, 
bird-watching and bird-feeding activities

• �Most of all, birds enhance our lives 
through their beauty, song, resilience, and 
fascinating behaviors. 

Eastern bluebirds were in steep decline 
in the 1970’s  due to competition from 
non-native species  such as House spar-
rows and European Starlings and the loss 
of habitat .  Recognizing this population 
decline, in 1978, Dr. Lawrence Zeleny 
and other concerned  activists founded 
the North American Bluebird Society and 
inspired the general public to become 
actively involved in bluebird conservation 
by putting up and monitoring nest boxes in 
suitable habitats. These efforts dramatically 

increased the population of bluebirds and 
continues to do so today. When we host 
booths at major events, people  who stop by 
the booth tell us that they are seeing more 
Eastern bluebirds in PA and in surrounding 
states in greater numbers, so our efforts are 
making a difference.

We encourage  BSP members to 

also become members of the North 

American Bluebird Society, as they 

share our goals. The North American 
Bluebird Society is a non-profit education, 
conservation and research organization 
that promotes the recovery of bluebirds 
and other native cavity-nesting bird species 
in North America.

To learn more about  NABS, go to 
www.nabluebirdsociety.org/

Per Cornell Lab of Ornithology:  
“In the U.S. alone, more than 250 species of 
birds are endangered, threatened, or are of 
growing conservation concern. This report 
comes from the State of Birds Report, cre-
ated by a partnership including the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, and issued by the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior.

But not all the news is bad. The report 
also shows that a number of bird species 
have recovered where conservation efforts 
have been undertaken-it shows that we can 
and do make a difference”. 

Let’s all continue to do our part to 
provide suitable nesting habitats for birds 
to nest, to provide natural food sources by 
adding native plants which provide fruits 
and berries needed to sustain them, to 
provide supplemental food sources during 
severe weather conditions , and to offer a 
reliable water source for drinking, bathing, 
and preening year-round.  

Wishing all of you an enjoyable and 
colorful Spring season

Joan Watroba
Editor

Male (above) and female House sparrow

European starling



A Tribute to Ron Freed
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We at BSP were saddened to learn of the 
passing of Ron (Ronald) Freed of Spinnerstown, PA on 

October 4, 2017 at the age of 77. He had served as BSP County 
Coordinator for the Bluebird 
Society of PA for many years.

He and his friend, Bill Moyer, 
attended the BSP Conference in 
the Poconos in March of 2003 
and they immediately volunteered 
to serve as BSP Co-County 
Coordinators for Bucks County.

Ron was an active and 
enthusiastic bluebirder who set 
up and monitored bluebird trails 
in Bucks County. In addition 
to a 15 nest box trail on his 23 
acre property, he and Bill set up 
and monitored a bluebird trail 
which joins two churches in the 
Spinnerstown area.

Ron also presented bluebird 
programs at church workshops 
and constructed nesting boxes. 
These programs motivated interested 
persons to construct bluebird nest boxes and to set them up in 
suitable habitats for optimum results.

Ron was especially proud to share his knowledge and passion 
for bluebird conservation with young people, and he and Bill 
mentored an Eagle Scout who maintained and improved the 

Church’s bluebird trail. Another thing that brought Ron joy was 
to see the population of bluebirds increase dramatically in the 
Spinnerstown area due to the availability of nest boxes that he and 

Bill provided.
Ron was also the recipient 

of the Bluebird Society of 
PA’s Blue Feather Award in 2011 
for his contribution to bluebird 
conservation. Those who were 
lucky enough to know Ron and 
to learn about bluebirds and their 
nesting needs are continuing to 
clean out the nest boxes and to 
maintain the trails. His lovely 
wife, Judy, told me that some 
persons have inquired about how 
they can make a contribution to 
the Bluebird Society to promote 
bluebird education, especially for 
outreach to young people to get 
them involved.

Editor’s Note: BSP welcomes 
tax-deductible contributions 

to promote educational outreach. 
Contributions in Ron’s memory can be sent to:
	 Bluebird Society of PA
	 P.O. Box 756
	 Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.

Susan Renkel photo

Feeding Mealworms to Bluebirds - Sialis www.sialis.org
General information on how to attract nesting bluebirds, including 
distinguishing nests and eggs of other cavity nesters, heat, dealing 
with house sparrows, data on...Supplement Calcium: Mealworms 
are calcium depleting, and birds a week away from fledgling need 
to have strong bones for that first flight/crash landing. Calcium 
deficiency can also cause egg binding in laying birds. If you are 
feeding a LOT of mealworms (perhaps to help a widow/widower, 
or during cold rainy weather), the following is recommended 
(based on nutritional research on poultry and parrots) by veterinar-
ian and bluebirder Linda Ruth. You can also put out crushed, dry 
chicken eggshells (in a feeder or on a patio where the birds can see 
it) - MORE info.
Put mealworms/other insects in to a plastic bag with calcium car-
bonate or calcium citrate powder, and shake it gently to coat them. 
Both are readily available at health food stores or on the internet. 
Calcium carbonate is less expensive.



BSP Newsletter Submission Contest

A Quick Sell
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Congratulations! Dave Solon-
Winner of the BSP Newsletter Submission 
Contest

Please select an item from the BSP Store at www.thebsp.org and 
then call BSP Merchandise Manager, Susan Durgin at (717) 732-
5325 to arrange for the delivery of your prize. The Newsletter 
Committee is very excited that many BSP members are submitting 
material for the BSP newsletter, and we want to encourage more 
members to do so. By submitting your questions, nesting experi-
ences, and field observations, we will be able to offer a wider variety 
of articles and materials that are of interest to our readers. 

Contest Rules: 

1) �Your entry can be a general question or article about bluebirds 
or other nature topics, a write-up about something that you 
observed in your yard or on your trail, an original poem, a trail 
monitoring tip, or any non-copyrighted material. Please send cop-
ies only of printed materials or PDF’s/ word documents of electronic 
submissions and jpeg files of photos. 

2) �To submit by regular mail, write: Attn: Newsletter Submission 
Contest on the front of the envelope and send to: BSP, P.O. Box 
756, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756 

3) �To submit by e-mail, include Newsletter Submission Contest 
in the subject line of your e-mail and e-mail to: bluebirdhap-

py365@outlook.com 

One submission will be randomly drawn at the cut-off date for 
each newsletter edition, and the person whose entry was randomly 
picked will have their choice of any item offered in the BSP Mer-

chandise Store website: www.thebsp.org The latest date to submit 
items is the following: 

Spring - January 7 

Summer - May 7 

Fall/Winter- September 7 

The Newsletter Editor will then review the items and reserve the 
right to include your submission in an upcoming edition. Since we 
cannot return any items, please send copies only of materials and/
or photos. Please include your contact information-name, address, 
phone number or email address (optional) with your entry.

Re: Newsletter Submission Contest Submission

Hi! Love the newsletter!
Question: is it okay to sprinkle food-grade calcium powder 
on freeze-dried mealworms for our bluebirds? Since feeding 
mealworms might reduce their calcium- would this help keep 
them balanced?

	D ave Solon

Hi Dave, 
Happy that you enjoy our newsletter. Thanks for your  
inquiry. Good Question!
I will copy your question to some other experienced bluebird-
ers and see what they say. 

The bluebirds are also coming to our feeders daily for the 
freeze dried mealworms. Thanks for feeding the bluebirds 
during this cold weather. They may also enjoy the soft suet 
made of peanut butter, cornmeal, and dried berries,  such as 
cranberries, and some bluebirders are saying that they also  
enjoy the commercial suet squares, especially the fruit- 
flavored ones.

Hi Dave and All,
Here is what Bet has on her web site http://www.sialis.org/
feeder.htm#cal regarding providing calcium:

From the PA Game News- Jefferson County…

 Jefferson County Food and Cover work-
ers were putting up bluebird boxes on State 
Game Lands 195 last spring. Getting one 
box in place, the crew returned to the truck 

to get the GPS unit to record the location. 
When they turned back around, there was a 
bluebird already sitting on the box.

LMO George J. Miller, SIEGEL

Editor’s Note: 

The Mission of the PA Game Commission 
is to manage Pennsylvania’s wild birds, wild 

mammals, and their habitats for current and 
future generations. The PA Game  News is a 
publication which highlights the opportuni-
ties of outdoor adventures in hunting, but 
also features articles of general interest re-
lated to non-game birds and mammals with 
stunning photography and illustrations.
 Subscriptions to the Pennsylvania Game 
News can be purchased from the web site of 
the PA Game Commission:  

www.pgc.pa.gov

FO
R

SALE

SO
LD
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Mailbag Mailbag

Hi Joan and Ken,

I wanted to send a report from Westmo-
reland County.
Westmoreland County had a workshop in March at 
the Loyalhanna Watershed Nimick Family Education 
Center. We planned for 30 participants but reserva-
tions kept coming in and we ended up with over 
60 people making Nest Boxes. In June, we had an 
outreach at the Ligonier Country Market and offered 
Nest Box kits. We have 15 new members from these 
efforts.

We have a Bluebird Trail at the Loyalhanna Water-
shed property of 19 boxes. This year had 9 Bluebirds 
fledged as well as 9 Tree Swallows, and 8 Wrens. A 
new Trail was started at the Ligonier Valley Trail with 
10 boxes in mid-summer. Five people have helped 
monitor the trails.

A new project this year was to add valuable 
plants for bluebirds for food or shelter to the Water-
shed property. At this point 45 fenced areas are in 
place and 3 large unfenced areas are accommodating 
the plantings. We have added Northern Bayberry, 
Eastern Red Cedar, Black Chokeberry, Cotoneaster, 
Flowering Dogwood, Silky Dogwood, Elderberry, 
Hackberry, American Cranberry, Winterberry Spice 
Bush, Red Mulberry, Blueberry, Serviceberry, Red-
Osler Dogwood, Alternative-leaved Dogwood to help 
provide food and shelter. The Bluebird Society helped 
with a grant for this project and we had help as well 
from the Ligonier Valley Educational Trust. Education-
al programs concerning the environment have been 
ongoing and this year a new STEM/Environmental 
Educational Program for elementary school children 
has been added. These plantings are available to the 
public to see to encourage them to add them to their 
home environment and are located along accessible 
paths on 9 acres of the Watershed. We also have 
Purple Martin Houses up, and are awaiting our first 
customer, hopefully next spring.

Volunteers who assisted with the Westmoreland 
County programs were:

Nicole Irvin, Jane Spencer, and Debbie Bryant, 
who helped the most with trail monitoring and our 
programs, Dennis Smeltzer helped until his back 
problems made him have to opt out, but he is quite 
a birder. Tom Beckman, Patti Schidcamp, Gwen 
Gamble , Diane Coleman, and Kathleen Smith, all 
Penn State Master Gardeners helped with the plant-

ings, and Tom with the workshop as well. Debbie 
Bryant is also a Penn State Master Gardener as am I. 
We also had help from Linda Viskosky, a Weeder and 
Seeder Garden Club member.. Phil and Susan Durgin 
were the helpers to put up the Purple Martin Houses.

	 Wilma C. Light MD,  
	 Westmoreland County Co-Coordinator

Below is my message to my Delaware 
County bluebird monitors that I sent this 
morning. I don’t want to unnecessarily 
alarm people but it was concerned moni-
tors who brought this to my attention:
Dear Monitors,
In the spring of this year a birder who lives in Chester 
County, PA and rehabs bluebird boxes was diagnosed 
with parrot fever or psittacosis. It is a rare disease, less 
than 10 cases per year in the US. But it is carried by 
birds and it was agreed by his doctors that he got it 
when working on bluebird boxes in a closed garage. 
This fellow had a hard time getting diagnosed be-
cause it is rare. A biologist friend of his suggested he 
be tested for it and that is how it was diagnosed. It is 
treated by antibiotics and is more dangerous to the 
elderly and immune compromised. He spent a week 
in the hospital and two weeks at home also on medi-
cation. As a bluebird monitor and coordinator I was 
concerned about us all as I had never heard anything 
about this disease. I wrote to Cornell Bird Lab and 
Tristate Bird Rescue in Newark, DE for advice. They 
both said the risk of contracting this is very low. If this 
concerns you, you might want to wear a mask. The 
veterinarian at Tristate Rescue recommends a niosh 
95 rated mask. Be safe!!!

	 Alice Sevareid
	 Delaware County Bluebird Coordinator

Hello Alice,
It seems unlikely that the monitor contracted the dis-
ease from bluebirds. According to the New York State 
Department of Health, Parrot Fever is usually passed 
from bird to people via species in the parrot family 
(parrots, macaws, parakeets, budgies, and cockatiels) 
or from domestic birds including turkeys, pigeons, or 
chickens. The disease is quite rare in the U.S. with
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Mailbag continued Mailbag

From the vet at Tristate Bird Rescue  
in Delaware:
I am not aware of the prevalence of Chlamydophila 
psittaci in Eastern Bluebirds on the east coast (a quick 
search on google scholar doesn’t show any reports).

Passerine birds are capable of being infected with 
Chlamydophila psittaci and either being carriers or 
becoming ill (this has been reported multiple times in 
the literature). The prevalence of Chlamydophila psit-
taci in passerine species in the US has not been well 
studied, but is presumably low.

In 2013 in Sweden there was an increase in hu-
man psittacosis linked to wild bird exposure.

I would agree with your contact at Cornell that 
the likelihood of contracting psittacosis from monitor-
ing Eastern Bluebird boxes is low. As with any infec-
tious disease, immune compromised individuals are 
more at risk. A niosh 95 rated mask is what I would 
recommend to reduce the risk of infection, and 
would leave it to individuals if they choose to wear a 
mask or not.

            Cristin

only 10 cases reported per year. You can read fact 
sheet here: https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/com-
municable/psittacosis/fact_sheet.htm

If you have concerns, it would be best to reach out 
to a veterinarian or wildlife Rehabilitator, who might 
be more familiar with avian pathology.

Best Regards,  
Chelsea Benson, Nestwatch,  
Cornell

Subject: Re: Parrot fever in nest-box  
rehabber, Chester County.
Ken,

Thanks for sharing...I always wear a mask when 
cleaning out a box with a mouse nest in it. While this 
is rare, it can happen if a box has become overgrown 
by vegetation – which is when mice get into it. A 
mask should always be worn when cleaning a box 
used by any small rodent. Reason: Hanta virus. This 
virus can be fatal, because it is hemorrhagic and also 

affects the lungs. It is more common out West, 
where hot dry winds stir up fecal debris left by 
rodents – and making it airborne. If this debris 
is inhaled by humans, it can cause serious illness, 
or even death. But don’t let me scare anyone--I’ve 
cleaned out a number of mouse nests, and I’ve never 
had a problem. 
Bottom line: It is a wise precaution to wear a mask 
when mice are involved.
	 Marilyn Michalski, 	  
	C hester County Co-Coordinator

I just finished reading the Fall/Winter Newsletter, you 
and Charles and all who contributed did a wonder-
ful job of providing information and inspiration to all 
who read it .
	N ancy Putt, 
	 York Co-County Coordinator

Dean,

Thank you so much for dropping off the book and 
for signing it! It’s perfect! I can’t wait to give it to 
Marci for Christmas ? Also, thanks for including the 
newspapers. Both articles have a lot of great infor-
mation in them.

I checked out the Bluebird Society of Pennsylva-
nia website and decided to sign Marci up for a three 
year membership.

Marci’s love of birds, especially bluebirds, has 
inspired my 5 year old son (Will, Marci’s grandson) 
to take notice and to appreciate the birds and other 
wildlife around him. I have high hopes that Will is 
going to be part of the next generation of bird lovers 
who will do what they can to protect and preserve 
(and I will do what I can to encourage and support 
him.)

You have been so helpful. I am very grateful for 
everything you have done for me, including all of 
the info and guidance you have given me. In addi-
tion, I just want to say thank you for what you have 
done to help the beautiful bluebirds in our commu-
nity. Thanks again!

	 Whitney
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Saturday, MARCH 24th , 2018 11am to 2pm

CABELA’S NESTBOX BUILDING-
Spring Great Outdoor Days , Cabela’s Retail Store, Hamburg, PA
www.cabelas.com/stores/Pennsylvania/Hamburg/
Stop by Cabela’s with family members-Free Nestbox Building 
activity, view videos and displays, and talk with volunteers about 
bluebirds.

April 6 & 7, 2018

20th Annual BSP Annual Conference
(Friday evening and full day Saturday)

Eden Resort/Lancaster, PA
Please join us for a wonderful gathering of persons interested in 
bluebirds and in the beauty of nature. Registration information and 
program details are posted on the BSP web site: www.thebsp.org

June 1-3, 2018

Step Outdoors Lehigh Valley
(Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

Steel Stacks-Arts Quest Center at Steel Stacks,  
101 Founders Way, Bethlehem, PA
http://www.steelstacks.org/:/wwteelstacks.org/ttp:/http://www.
steelstacks.org//www.steelstacks.org/0-2-30001300!
Step Outdoors Lehigh Valley, now in its fourth year, is a free family 
festival celebrating all things outdoors! Filled with dynamic presen-
tations, hands-on activities and tons of fun, this event is designed 
to introduce children and their families to the wonders of the world 
around them. Activities include archery, biking, birding, fishing, 
hiking, nature photography, visual arts, wildlife presentations and 
more. This year, guests will enjoy activities and presentations by 
more than 25 different organizations focusing on conservation, 
wildlife and outdoor recreation.
Plus: Archery • Birding • Cycling/Biking • Fishing • Hiking  
• Nature Photography • Shooting Safety–BB Gun Inflatable – 
NEW! • Tomahawk Throwing, NEW! • Visual Arts • Wildlife 
Presentations
BSP will be there with a bluebird display and will offer a nest-box 
building activity.
For more information and to volunteer, please contact Ken Leister 
kenapeg@aol.com 610-696-5271 

and entomology. Commercial visitors use the gardens to develop 
plant lists knowing that varieties have been fully tested in this cli-
mate and under standard cultural conditions. Others use the trials 
for photography, relaxation, inspiration or simply selecting the best 
plants for their own gardens.
BSP will host an educational booth at this wonderful outdoor 
event.
Dean Rust - Contact Person 
717 669 0167
July7ds@aol.com
We need volunteers!

July 28-Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.-
Ned Smith Nature and Arts Festival
Ned Smith Center for Nature and Art, 176 Water Company Rd., 
Millersburg, PA www.nedsmithcenter.org/festival/
Join us for this annual FREE celebration of nature and the arts; the 
perfect way to celebrate summer! To be held for the first time at 
the Ned Smith Center for Nature and Art, 176 Water Company 
Rd., Millersburg, PA. Since 1994, the Center has held its annual 
festival, which began as the “Ned Smith Tribute Festival.” Now, 
25 years later, this event is still going strong, bringing free family-
friendly, educational entertainment to thousands of people.
Although elements of the festival have changed over the years, 
certain favorite activities have become permanent fixtures, like the 
make-it-yourself bluebird boxes, live-animal demonstrations and 
fish-print t-shirts. In 2018, the day will end with a concert in our 
outdoor amphitheater. Tickets for this concert will be available 
for purchase the day of. The event. BSP will host the Educational 
Booth, present a bluebird program, and help the PA Game Com-
mission with a nest box building activity. Volunteers are needed.
For more information and to volunteer, contact Phil Durgin, 
pdurgin@comcast.net 717-732-5325

DIRECTIONS:

From Harrisburg and points South:

• Take Rt 147/Market St. into Millersburg

• Turn RIGHT at the town square

• �Follow Rt 209/Union Street out of Millersburg  
(Past Troutman’s GMC)

• Follow signs for Festival Parking

From Points North:

• �Turn LEFT at the Square in the center of Millersburg, stay on  
Rt. 209/Union Street

• �Follow Rt 209/Union Street out of Millersburg  
(Past Troutman’s GMC)

• Follow signs for Festival Parking

July 28th-Saturday, 9am to 2 pm

Summer Garden Experience
Southeast Agricultural Research and Extension Center
1446 Auction Road Manheim, PA 
Phone: 717-653-4728.
http://trialgardenspsu.com/CMS/index.php?page=map-directions
This Center is the location of the Trial Gardens, which are living 
laboratories and garden classrooms for horticulture, plant pathology



How to Help Eastern Bluebirds – and DO NO HARM by Marilyn Michelski
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The last 
thing we 
want to do 

is to hurt Eastern 
Bluebirds. But if 
we are not diligent, 
we can cause harm 
to these beloved 
birds. Have you 
ever put up a 
nestbox and then 
forgotten about it? 
And never checked 
it again? If so, you 
are hurting Eastern Bluebirds! 

Reason:  When a nestbox is NOT monitored, 
it is usually taken over by a bird that kills blue-
birds – the common House Sparrow (AKA the 
English Sparrow)

 I have found numerous nestboxes usurped by House Spar-

rows – all because someone walked away from a box he/she put 

up. A responsible Bluebirder NEVER walks away from a box. The 

act of installing a box includes regular checking. When a nestbox 

is left on its own, bad things happen! The House Sparrow – an 

opportunist of the highest order – will use that box as a nesting 

site. I have found many un-monitored nestboxes filled with House 

Sparrow nesting material. The result is that many new House Spar-

rows (HOSPS) fledge out of those boxes. Plus, when they take over 

boxes, they drive away Eastern Bluebirds. 

We are personally responsible for every box we put up. Every 

time we forget about a nestbox, we are helping the expansion of 

HOSPS. Reason: Cavity-nesting birds such as HOSPS are always 

on the lookout for a nestbox. When a pair of House Sparrows finds 

a nestbox, especially one that is NOT monitored, they will use it 

and become very attached to it. They will fledge a large number of 

HOSPS, and in the process they will kill any bluebird that tries to 

use it!

What to do: Take Down All Boxes You Cannot Monitor. Put 

on your work clothes and get your tools. Then go out and remove 

nestboxes no one is 

checking. If you believe 

NO other birds will 

use these boxes, you are 

kidding yourself. There 

are many cavity-nesting 

birds, all of whom are 

secretive and quick. You 

can watch a nestbox 24/7 

and never see a bird enter 

or exit that box. I had a 

successful nest of Tufted 

Titmice last year, and no 

matter how many hours I 

watched the entry hole, I 

never once saw a bird go 

in or out of it. That’s how 

swift cavity-nesters are! Bottom Line: Every one of us who installs 

a nestbox is responsible for opening that box on a regular basis and 

checking it. It is easy to distinguish a HOSP nest from an Eastern 

Bluebird nest. I have a document on WORD (with photos of dif-

ferent nests) which I will e-mail you – if you need more informa-

tion.

Conclusion: CHECK YOUR NESTBOXES ONCE A 

WEEK! If you have House Sparrows, and you don’t use anti-

sparrow measures - such as Monofilament lines or Sparrow Spook-

ers - then TAKE THAT NESTBOX DOWN. And, if a nestbox 

is old, worn, and leaky, put it into the trash. Bluebird Caretakers 

always check their nestboxes to ensure the safety and longevity of 

the Eastern Bluebird!

Marilyn L. Michalski, BSP Board Member & Junior Member 

Co-Chair. emeraldmm@verizon.net.

Editor’s Note: 
If you place a hole restrictor on the nest box, that will allow 

smaller, native cavity-nesting songbirds such as chickadees and 

house wrens to successfully use the nest box and will keep out the 

House Sparrows and other larger birds. The 1 & 1/8-inch hole 

size is adapted to the needs of House, Bewick and Carolina wrens 

and chickadees. If you only want to attract house wrens, the hole 

can be reduced to  1” .  It is very important to monitor any nest 

box that you put up to make sure that the songbirds are nesting 

successfully. 
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2017 Cavity-nesting Trails Summary Report/PA State Parks

Thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers and staff, 44 state 
parks monitored 1,737 boxes and 

fledged a total of 7,069 birds, including 
eastern bluebirds, tree swallows, purple 
martins, wood ducks, and several other 
species. This is a slight increase in fledgling 
numbers compared to 2016, despite the 
cold, wet spring across most of the state. 
Since the program’s beginning in 1980, 
volunteers have fledged over 130,000 indi-
vidual birds and over 19 species.

Main Species Summary :

Sandy Corrigan was awarded the 2017 
Monitor of the Year. An invaluable volun-

teer at Evansburg State Parks for the past 
21 years, Sandy goes above and beyond 
in her cavity-nest box monitoring duties. 
She’ll adjust her schedule to make sure she 
can check the boxes weekly, keeps in touch 

with park maintenance regarding damaged 
boxes and box placement, and even deals 
with very protective tree swallow parents 
when checking in on the eggs and hatch-
lings. Sandy’s smile and friendly personal-
ity shines when talking to anyone curious 
about her work and when she stops by the 
park office to say hello or thank mainte-
nance for helping her with the nest boxes. 
Sandy is also a talented artist and has cre-
ated several paintings of well-known areas 
in Evansburg State Park. We would like 
to thank Sandy for her dedication to the 
Cavity-nesting Trails Program. 

The following monitors were also  

recognized for their years of service  

to this program. 

• �Shirely Ann Halk, 30 Years 
Memorial Lake/Swatara State Parks

• �Luci Callahan, 25 Years 
Frances Slocum State Park 

• �Nancy J. Rourke, 25 Years 
Nockamixon State Park 

• �Bobbi Reitz, 20 Years 
Cook Forest State Park 

• �Millie Smith, 20 Years 

Codorus State Park 

• �Don Bayard, 15 Years  
White Clay Creek Preserve 

• �Ian Plane, 10 Years 
Marsh Creek State Park

• �Sandie Brandner, 10 Years 
Kings Gap EE Center, 

• �Mike Brady, 5 Years 
Jennings EE Center

• �Christal Edwards, 5 Years 
Varden Conservation Area

• �Katie Rumler, 5 Years 
French Creek State Park 

• �Jim Unger, 5 Years 
Little Buffalo State Park 

Thanks to the efforts of our volunteers and 
staff, we successfully fledged a total of 7,069 
birds. Please share this information with 
your volunteers and extend a sincere thank 
you as without them the cavity-nesting 
program would not be this successful! If 
you have any questions or require assistance 
with your program, feel free to contact 
Carly Hitzfeld at chitzfeld@pa.gov  
or 717-783-3344. 

Editor’s Note:  
Thanks to Teresa A. Kromel, Chief 
Outdoor Programming Services Division, 
who shared this report dated December 
18, 2017 with BSP. Many members of the 
Bluebird Society monitor nest boxes within 

the PA State Parks. If you would like to 
volunteer to check nest boxes in a nearby 
PA State Park, please contact Carly Hitzfeld 
at her contact information above.

  Number	
  Fledged	 2017 Species

	 2432 	 Eastern Bluebird

	 2450 	 Tree Swallow

	 992 	 House Wren

	 287 	 Purple Martin

	 66 	 Other Wren Species

	 31 	 Wood Duck

	 16 	 Tufted Titmouse

	 13 	 American Kestral

Winners of the BSP Annual Nest Box  
Report Contest-Shirley Halk, Annual 
Nest Box Reporter
At the end of each nesting season, anyone 
who submits an Annual Nest Box Report 
to BSP by November 15th is automatically 
entered into a random drawing of nest box 
reports. Winners of the drawing will be able 
to select an item from the BSP Merchandise 
Store at www.thebsp.org

Please contact Susan Durgin at 
717-732-5325 or e-mail her at:  
susiedurgin@comcast.net to select your 
prize and arrange for delivery.

Congratulations to:

1st - Robert Pfluger Schuylkill County

2nd - Pamela and Scott Dimeler Delaware 
County

3rd - Jack Ulsh Dauphin County

Please keep a record of your nesting activi-
ties in 2018. Both WEEKLY and the AN-
NUAL report forms are posted on the BSP 
web site: www.thebsp.org
Select More...then scroll down to Download 
Weekly and Annual Nest Box Report Forms

Note : Nesting data from Annual Report 
Forms submitted by December 15th will 
still be included in the compiled report, but 
the contest ends November 15th of each 
year.

Contest Winners



2018 BSP County Coordinators Ken Leister, State County Coordinator -kenapeg@aol.com
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Bluebird Society of PA County Coordinators are here to assist you with any problems and questions you may have concerning bluebird-
ing and requests for bluebird programs in your county. There are counties that need Coordinators, if you live in that county and would 
like to become a County Coordinator contact the State County Coordinator:
Ken Leister phone: 610 696 5271 e-mail: kenapeg@aol.com

ADAMS  
John Gabreski  
717-337-2851 

ALLEGHENY  
Ed Monroe  
412-486-0766  
ewmonroe2@verizon.net 

ARMSTRONG (Vacant)

BEAVER  
Scott Parry  
412-841-5071 

BEDFORD  
John & Cathy Everhart  
814-623-8852  
johneverhart3077@gmail.
com cathyeverhart3088@
gmail.com 

BERKS  
Terry Gerhart  
610-775-9474 
gerhartsat@aol.com

BLAIR  
Kelly Baronner  
814-696-3945 

BRADFORD (Vacant)

BUCKS  
Bill Moyer  
215-536-7032  
wcpmoy@comcast.net 

BUTLER  
Darrell Daubenspeck  
724-735-2363  
daubie@zoominternet.net  
     and 

Harry Schmeider  
724-285-1209  
harryschmeider@gmail.com

CAMBRIA (Vacant) 

CAMERON  
Robert Kerner 
814-486-3484 

CARBON Sandy & Don 
Bonett 610-681-8807 
don4nett@ptd.net

CENTRE  
Bonnie & Bill Ford  
814-355-1811 
bcf1@psu.edu 

CHESTER  
Marilyn Michalski  
610-933-0497  
emeraldmm@verizon.net  
     and  
Nancy Fraim  
610-873-7454  
nancyfraim@comcast.net 

CLARION  
Amy Wolbert  
814 764 5321  
ashoupdwolbert@gmail.
com

CLEARFIELD  
Norman Bloom  
ngbloom@comcast.net 

CLINTON  
Linda Frye  
570-769-7375  
vfrye@kcnet.org 

COLUMBIA  
Margaret Pickin  
570-784-2633  
mpickin@ptd.net 

CRAWFORD  
Bill Wenger  
412-279-8732  
w.wenger@comcast.net

CUMBERLAND  
Joan Watroba  
717-766-2102  
bluebirdhappy365@outlook.
com

David L. Price  
717-245-2926 h  
717- 576-0726 c  
David17007@aol.com

DAUPHIN  
Bill Strauss  
717-541-9168  
mbstrauss@verizon.net

Delaware  
Alice Sevareid  
610-544-9057  
alicesevareid@hotmail.com 

Elk  
Wayne Bryndel  
814-772-4604  
wbryndel@windstream.net

Erie 
Bernie Connelly  
814-734-5446  
bbconnelly1@verizon.net  
     and 
Andrea Wyman  
814-398-8384  
awyman@edinboro.edu 

Fayette 
Jane Shuck  
724-277-8526 
janeshuck@zoominternet.
net

Forest 
Mark Ritke  
814-676-4747  
bluebirdsunlimit@aol.com

Franklin  
Joyce Stuff  
717-328-3411  
bspcc@innernet.net 

Fulton  
Florence & Robert Pyle  
610-322-7031 
bluebirdflo@yahoo.com

Greene (Vacant)

Huntingdon 
Alice Saunders  
814-667-4437 

Indiana  
Michael Schmaus  
814-938-0928  
mspaelk@yahoo.com  
     and 
Debbi Barate 
814-446-5661  
ridgebackqueen@aol.com

Jefferson  
Marsha Harris  
814-265-1231  
mlharris@penn.com 

Juniata  
Gail Getz  
717-463-4041  
dggetz@embarqmail.com



2018 BSP County Coordinators (continued)
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Lackawanna (Vacant) 

Lancaster  
Dan Thomas  
717-786-7893  
adthomas10@comcast.net 
     and  
Dean Rust  
717-669-0167  
July7ds@aol.com 

Lawrence  
Bill Wenger  
412-720-0766 

Lebanon  
Shirley Halk  
717-865-2650  
zebraswallowtail@juno.com

Lehigh  
Denise/Peter Reinhart  
610- 965-5389  
parrots@ptd.net 

LUZERNE  
Jeffrey Stratford  
570-332-2942  
jeffrey.stratford@wilkes.edu

Lycoming  
Fred Stiner  
570-323-1313  
fredstiner@yahoo.com 

McKean  
John Barwin  
814-929-5577 

Mercer  
Ed Palmer  
724-458-4456  
plife@zoominternet.net 

Mifflin (Vacant)  
Monroe Deron Erney  
610-657-4653  
derongolf@pga.com 

Monroe 
Deron Erney 
610-657-4653 
derongolf@pga.com

Montgomery  
John W. Stoltzfus  
610-781-1098 
jwstol@gmail.com

Montour  
Donna Kreischer  
570-437-3649  
dkteacher@verizon.net

Northampton  
Doris Heil  
610-262-5085  
heil18067@msn.com 

Northumberland  
Ben Rissinger  
570-758-4771  
570-856-8418  
jer43@comcast.net 

Perry  
Pat Kessler  
717-589-3076 

Philadelphia  
Margaret Rohde  
973-271-4375  
margaret@wvwa.org 

Pike  
Tom Peifer  
570-470-9960  
tomp345@ptd.net 

Potter  
David Hauber 
814-274-8946  
Haubers3@penn.com

SCHUYLKILL  
Charles Trusky  
570-773-2737 

SNYDER (Vacant) 

SOMERSET  
Bill Cuppett  
814-479-2230  
cuppetts@verizon.net  
     and 
Simeon Yoder  
814-267-9932 

SULLIVAN  
Kat Clark  
570-928-8952  
hayes.clark@frontienet.net

SUSQUEHANNA (Vacant)

TIOGA  
Leslie Clifford  
507-622-4527  
lcliffor@Mansfield.edu

UNION  
Cricket Klinger  
570-966-9887  
topcop@dejazzd.com 

VENANGO  
Carl Hohmann  
814-676-2782  
hohmannc@comcast.net 

WARREN  
Mark Ritke  
814-676-4747  
Bluebirdsunlimit@aol.com

WASHINGTON  
Gigi Gerben  
412-973-9760  
Kasgerb@yahoo.com 

WAYNE  
James Kilgore  
609-874-2122 

WESTMORELAND  
Joanne McIlhattan  

724-523-9203  
ejmci@comcast.net 
     and 
Wilma Light  
724-238-7041  
lightgarden515@gmail.com

WYOMING  
Ray Massacesi  
570-836-0173  
agnesma@ptd.net 

YORK  
Nancy Putt  
717-432-2647  
bluebirds@pa.net

Artist: Susan Renkel
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Importance of Pollinators

This non-profit organization provides 
information and fact sheets on the impor-
tance of pollinators, which are essential 
to human life, as they are necessary for 
the reproduction of over 85% of the 
world’s flowering plants. The main pollina-

tors are bees, butterflies, hummingbirds, 
moths, wasps, flies, and bats which move 
pollen between flowers, enabling them to 
produce seeds. Without pollinators, there 
would be no apples, pumpkins, blueber-
ries, almonds, and many other fruits and 
vegetables. Only wind-pollinated crops, 
such as corn and wheat would remain. 

Check out the links below to view some great information about the importance of pollina-
tors. I picked up this information at the PA Farm Show. Joan Watroba

https://xerces.org/

  t   Pollinator Plants-Mid-Atlantic Region:

Nesting sites for Solitary Bees Beekeeper

Honey Bee close-up Brown Bat

Hummingbird 
   t  Nests for Native Bees:

http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/nests_for_native_bees_fact_sheet_xerces_society.pdf

https://xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/plant-lists/pollinator-plants-mid-atlantic-region/

   t  Four Principles to Help Bees and Butterflies:
http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/4Principles-PollinatorConservation_Feb2016_print.pdf
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Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania - Financial Report 2017

Skylight Nestbox by Dean Rust

Revenue
Store ........................... $ 1,357.65

Membership Fees .......... 8,867.00

Donations ......................... 461.61

Speaker Income ............. 2,490.00

Fundraising .................... 1,865.00

Woodworking ................ 2,463.50

Conference .................... 3,000.00

Total Revenue ............ $20,504.76

Expenses
Administration ........... $ 2,445.51

Store ................................ 699.62

Membership ................. 1,238.68

Fundraising ...................... 192.15

Woodworking ............... 4,979.61

Conference ................... 8,820.60

Education ..................... 1,314.23

Newsletter .................... 3,689.58

County Coordinator ........ 122.00

Research .......................... 420.70

Total Expenses .......... $23,922.68

Submitted by Joyce Stuff, BSP Treasurer BSP Financial Statement for 2017
Checking Account Balance 12/31/16- ............$44,871.80

2017 Revenue ................................................+20,504.76

2017 Expenses ................................................-23,922.68

Checking Account Balance 12/31/17 .............$41,453.88

Certificate of Deposit Balance 12/31/17 +.........10,445.21

Cash On Hand (store cash box) .........................+ 200.00

TOTAL CASH ASSETS 12/31/17  .....................$55,099.09

Here is an easy method to discourage house sparrows from  
invading and “taking over” your bluebird nest box..................
ADD A SKYLIGHT !

House sparrows are and have been the bluebirds’ No.1  
Enemy; so let’s get started on “how to” prevent them from  
driving your bluebirds away.

If you have an old nest box or a new one, this technique will 
work. You will need:
• 1/4” power drill
• 2-1/2” hole saw
• �4”x 4” plexiglass piece (1/4” works great) or  

8” x 11” twin-walled polycarbonate (Lexan)
• 4 copper screw nails/brads for plexiglass
• tube of silicone caulk for plexiglass
• 1/16” drill bit for brads; 1/8” drill for screws
• tape measure & straight edge
• hammer for plexiglass
• [4] 3/4” screws and screwdriver for Lexan

1. �Locate the center point on the roof of your box directly over 
the floor area.

2. �Puncture the spot with a nail; then drill a 2 1/2” hole com-
pletely through the top.

3. �Pre-drill the holes 1.5“ from the corners in the plexiglass or 
Lexan with a 1/16” drill bit

4. �Position your plexiglass over the opening and hammer a  
copper brad into each hole

5. �Place a bead of silicone caulk to seal the plexiglass on all 4 
sides.

6. �If you are using the twin-walled polycarbonate (Lexan), pre-
drill 4 holes in each corner 1.5” from the corners of roof and 
fasten with [4] 3/4” screws.

Congratulations !! You are finished and can install your blue-
bird box to its desired location. I have used this “Bluebird Box 
Skylight” technique on many sparrow infested trails with great 
success.

Nothing is 100% effective (“Sparrow-proof”) when trying to  
discourage house sparrows but I think you will be happy with 
your results. It is worth a try just 15 minutes of your time and a 
couple dollars in cost

  You can Discourage House Sparrows by Adding a Skylight  http://www.bluebirdconservation.com/
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Oh, the Value of a Noel Guard!
In August of 2016, I received an email from the then president of The 

Friends of the Park at Springton Manor County Park in Chester County. 

The information included in the e-mail was disturbing to say the least. 

It explained that the data showed that the nesting boxes on the trail lost 

a total of 35 bluebird eggs/chicks in one week. We set a date to meet 

with all involved with the trail and the park to discuss the problem. 

We recommended that ALL the boxes be fitted with Noel Guards. The 

question came up as to when to install the guards. I told the group to 

fabricate the guards and install now. This decision was made because of the 

volunteer situation at the park. If we waited to install the guards, most of 

the boxes probably would not have received guards by the new season. In 

a report to the Friends of The Park, Ian Plane, the trail monitor, reports 

that, “These guards have protected the nests perfectly, and there were no 

eggs or chicks lost to raccoons this year. Ken Leister , BSP State County 

Coordinator

Noel Guard Supplies:
• �Wire mesh “hardware cloth”, galvanized, 1/2.” (ask for it at 

your localhardware store)
• Tin snips 
• A pair of pliers (to bend the wire tips)
• �Staples (to attach the guard to the front of the box or to the 

mountingblock)

Instructions:
1) �Cut a piece of hardware cloth –  

7”x 18”. (Per Chuck Musser, BSP Research Chair, raccoons can 
access the contents of nest boxes if Noel guards are shorter 
than between 7”- 9”)

2) Fold at 1.5”, 5.5”, 3.5”, 5.5” & 2”.

3) �Bend down and leave the pointy ends of the wire mesh 
pointing outwards

4) �Bend in the vertical sides and attach them to the outside of 
the box or mounting block with staples or screws, with the 
entrance hole in the center of the guard.

Jim Thompson created a Noel Guard Adapter, which 
is a block of wood the same width as the box front, with a 
corresponding entrance hole, that you mount the Noel Guard on, 
and then secure it to the box with three screws. It is easy to carry 
around and move from box to box as needed based on nesting 
activity.

WARNING: A Noel Guard should only be used on boxes that 
are frequently monitored. On occasion, a frustrated raccoon will 
grab and compress a wire guard, leaving eggs/nestlings trapped 
inside with no way for the adults to enter, or even adults trapped 
inside. (Tip from the Missouri Bluebird Society.-Thanks!

Note:  
The Basic Plan Design for this Noel Guard was obtained from web 
site: http://www.sialis.org/noel.htm with the modification of the 
depth of the Noel guard from 5-1⁄2 to 7 “.

5-1/2”

5-1/2”

3-1/2” 18”

7”

1-1/2

1-3/8”

2-1/4”

2”
FOLD

FOLD

FOLD

FOLD

3-1/2”

8”

NOEL GUARD NOEL GUARDFRONT

The 1/2” wire mesh when folded will form 
a box 3 1/2” wide by 7” tall. Secure with 
staples to a piece of 3/4 wood with dimen-
sions shown. Attach wood to door with 
three screws lining up the openings on a 
Peterson house

Important
To reduce the 
chance of predation 
by climbing animals 
such as raccoons 
and cats, mount 
nest boxes on a 
smooth pole, such 
as conduit pipe. Do 
not mount nest box-
es directly on trees 
or wooden posts, as 
they would provide 
an easy way for 
predators to access 
the nest box.
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Event Report

Request for Volunteers “Many hands make light work” 

  Pennsylvania Farm Show - January 6th - 13th, 2018  

This was another wonderful time for BSP at the PA Farm Show. We are 

fortunate to have so many very experienced volunteers who come in for 

their shifts at our booth to answer questions and share their stories about 

bluebirds. We always draw crowds to our booth and this year 71 new 

members signed up, and many bought a nest box to assemble and put 

up to welcome bluebirds and other native cavity nesters. On Thursday, 

Jan 11th, flocks of children came for the “Make and Take” box building 

event held by BSP each year. Phil, Ken, Dale and Bill were kept busy as 

they helped 51. Welcome and best wishes for success to our newest mem-

bers, and hopeful bluebird landlords. Many thanks to all 41 Volunteers 

for helping out at this event- Nancy Putt, Philip and Susan Durgin,  

Dale Cook, Joan Watroba, Cindy Self, David Price, Bill Cuppett, Debra and 

Loren Carman, Barb and Dave Cox, Kathy Clark and Zach, Doris Hoff-

man, Bonnie and Chuck Musser, Dr. and Pat Greenawalt, Dean Rust, Bill 

Frantz, John and Susan Wesley, Jim and Darlene Crone, Tom Hazzard, 

Marilyn Michalski, Ken Leister, Joyce and Carl Stuff, John Woodward, Bill 

Strauss, Deb Hershey, Joyce Horner, Anetta Dimm, John Shimwell, Wilma 

Light, Terry and Sandy Gerhart, Florence and Robert Pyle.

Nancy Putt, Event Chairperson

  Nick Smullen Boy Scout Project - January 20, 2018  

January 20, 2018 - I began working with Nick Smullen on his Boy 
Scout project. Nick is currently working on an erosion and beautifi-
cation project in Lenker Park, West Hanover Twp. We outlined and 

staked the Bluebird Trail. I assisted Nick with beginning to build 
four of the eight boxes needed to complete his trail.

Bill Strauss, BSP County Coordinator, Dauphin County

January 27, 2018- Assisted Kelly Peck at Fort Halifax Park 
in Halifax, PA. We outlined and staked a trail to install eight 
Bluebird boxes. Kelly is working with the Halifax Park Dept. 
to approve the cost so we can move forward with this project. 
Kelly was a first time volunteer at the 2018 Farm Show. She 

was so inspired by the Bluebird Society and what we do for 
our bluebirds that she wanted to start her own trail. She is a 
school teacher for Lower Dauphin School District and lives 
in Dauphin, PA.

Bill Strauss, BSP County Coordinator, Dauphin County

  Assisting Kelly Peck to Plan and install 8 Bluebird Nestboxes- January 27, 2018  

We Need You!  
Are you willing to help us? 
BSP has been very fortunate that Joanne Slavins-
ki has performed several administrative activities 
for BSP for many years. She is now planning to 
relocate out of state to be near family members, 
who recently purchased a wonderful parcel of 
property in the country, full of wildlife and 
songbirds, and other natural wonders. These are 
the activities which Joanne currently performs:

Membership Chair:
• Maintains an electronic  list of active BSP 
Members, both regular mail and Green Choice 
members • Adds new members to the list/sends 
out new member packets if needed • Sends out 
Renewal Reminders/Removes inactive members 
from list • Prepares electronic mailing labels for 

mailings for Regular Delivery - both for newslet-
ters and conference mailings • Maintains and 
updates a list of e-mail delivery of newsletters 
and provides list to Newsletter Editor 

Handles the BSP Mail:
• Checks the P.O. Box located in Mechanics-
burg, PA twice a week. • Distributes items to  
key contacts within BSP.

Handle the Banking Activities
• Deposits checks/cash proceeds from events
• Prepares a cover page indicating the source of 
the deposit with documentation and the amount 
of each deposit with a total amount of the de-
posit and send to the BSP Treasurer for account-
ing purposes • Provide starter monies for large 
events (PA Farm Show, BSP Conference, etc.)

Blue Belle Mascot:

• If you enjoy being a bluebird at large events, 
you can serve as BSP Mascot. Put on the 
bluebird costume and find your inner bluebird. 
Always a hit with all ages !

We sure hope that you will consider volunteer-
ing for one or more of these functions. Joanne 
will be happy to answer questions about each 
of these and will assist you to perform them 
in an effective and efficient way. She will be 
handling the Conference Registration, so if you 
are attending  the conference,  please say Hello, 
Thank her for her service, and let her know 
how you may be willing to help. She can also be 
reached by phone evenings at 717-458-5645.
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BSP Membership Renewal Form
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Send to: P.O. Box 756, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756

2018 BSP MEMBERSHIP RATE INFORMATION

	 Student	 Senior	R egular/Family	O rganization/Corporate
	 1 year -$10	 1 year -$12	 1year -$15	 1 year -$100
	 3 years -$25	 3 years -$30	 3years -$40	 3 years -$275
	 Lifetime Sponsor -$375

Renew for 3 years and take advantage of our discounted rates!
o New Member o Renewal 

Last Name:–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– First Name:––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Middle Initial:–––––––––

Mailing Address––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

City/Town:–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––State:–––––––––––Zip Code:–––––––––––––County (if in PA):–––––––––––––––––––

Telephone (optional):––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

E-mail Address:––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––(Required if requesting e-mail delivery of seasonal newsletter, event updates)

Additional supporting donations are gratefully accepted and appreciated. Please make your check or money order payable to the  

“Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania” and return this application to: 

Bluebird Society of Pennsylvanian • P.O. Box 756 • Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756.

Additional Contribution (optional): $––––––––––––––––––––– Total Amount Enclosed: $––––––––––––––––––––––

o e-mail delivery Pleas enter your e-mail address here:–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

o regular mail delivery

Member Interest Survey:

I/We would like to learn about assisting BSP with 

o Create/Monitor BSP Trails o Telephoning o Membership o Finance o Woodworking o Fundraising
o State Monitoring o Education o Speakers Bureau o Photography o State Conference o Research
o Publication/Artwork o Newsletter o County Coordinator o Publicity o Web Site/Web Content

o Other:–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Special Event Help:
o Garden Expo Booth @ Farm Show o Garden Expo Booth @ Hershey Gardens o Ned Smith Day @ Millersburg
o Annual Farm Show @ Farm Show (January) o Tech Support @ State Convention o Other Special Events:

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Please tell us how you learned about us:

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Paid by: o Cash o Check o Money Order
Website: www.the bsp.org
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Archived BSP Newsletters

Now that the 
year 2017 is 
behind us, we 
have added 
the 2017 
issues of the 
BSP Newslet-

ters online on our web site: www.thebsp.org
Select Newsletters on the top of the main page, 
and open the PDF’ documents to view past issues 
of the BSP seasonal newsletters.

BSP Junior Member News
We are happy to report that there are 
now 124 active Jr. BSP members.

We hope that sponsors of Jr. members will 
share their joy of bluebirding with young peo-
ple so that they can learn from you and become 
actively involved in establishing and monitor-
ing bluebird nest boxes with you. 

For more information on how you can spon-
sor a young person for a free BSP membership, 
go the BSP web site: www.thebsp.org under the 
link: Join BSP

Marilyn Michalski,  
BSP Jr. Membership Chair

Artist: Charles Lucas


